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Obfervations  on  Britijh  WOO  L^ 

A  N  D    T  H  E 

Manufaauring  of  it  inthis  KINGDOM. 

With  REMARKS  on  the 

WOOL,'  and    Woollen    Manufa6lories   of 
France^  Flanders   and   Holland^  &c. 

Shewing  the  Nature  of  the  Britijh  ^  O  O  L  in  its  full 
Perfedlion,  and  its  Peculiar  Goodnefs,  exceeding  all  other  Combing 
JVooly  and  the  Advantages  we  may  have  from  it ;  the  Lofs  and  Rum 
it  wiU  iniallibly  bring  to  this  Nation,  by  being  Run  into  Foreign 
TartSy  and  how  and  w  hy  it  is  DeJiruBive :  With  the  Rife  and  Tro^ 
greff,  of  the  Woollen  Manufactories  Abroad,  occafion'd  by  its  being 
Run. 

To  which  is  annex'd, 

A   Tlaycart  Or  Troclamation^  for  Preferving  the  Woollen  Manu^ 
factures  in  Flanders^  publilli'd  in  the  Year  1731* 

Aifo  a  SCHEME  for  preventing  our  WOOL  from  being  Owled 
Abroad  tor  the  luiure,  it  put  in  PracSlice. 


By  a  Manufadurer  of  Northampton/hire. 

A/ ever  lefare  VubliJFd* 


LONT>ON:     n35 

Printed  by  H.  Kent^  for  the  Author:  And  Sold  -by  Simon 
Vertue,  at  the  Sun  m  Siznthins-Ally^  near  thevC<?)'^/  Exchange. 
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T  H  E 


P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


H  E  Reafon  that  frji  excited  me  to  make  Ohfervations^ 
relating  to  the  Exportation  of  Wool  in  a  clandeftine  Man-^ 
ner  from  England,  was  in  17  ^}y  I  being  at  Newport 
in  the  JJle  of  Wight,  a  felling  of  fome  Worfled  Stuffs 
that  I  made  then  in  that  Neighbourhood^  and  hearing 
that  there  was  a  Tarcel  of  good  Combing  Wool  to  be  fold  in  that 
Town  ;    1  went  to  the  Merchant  that  was  the  Owner  of  it^  who 
foon  Jhewd  it  to  me^  which  was  very  good  Combing  IVool^  and 
fine  Hair  J  thd  not  fo  long  as  the  Wool  of  fome  other  Counties 
England,  yet  it  was  fit  for  fome  forts  of  Goods  that  I  then  made*,  1 
asked  him  the  Trice  of  it?  Who  faid  it  was  16 s.  and  6d.  per  Todd 
whichy  according  to  the  Cufiom  of  that  Tlace^  is  29   Tounds ;    this 
fort  of  Wool  was  worth  all  the  Money  he  asked  at  that  time-,  but 
not  having  occafion  for  fo  great  a  ^lantity  of  Wool  of  that  fort  as 
that  wasy  {there  being  upwards  of  a  ThoufandTodd)  I  agreed  ta  give 
him- his  Trice  y  if  he  would  let  me  have  five  or  fix  Tacks:  To  whici 
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he  anfwerd^  that  he  would  not  part  the  Tarcel^  but  would  fell  it  aU 
together :  I  told  him  it  was  too  great  a  ^mnttty  for  my  own  Ufe^ 
hut  that  if  he  would  not  fell  it  to  any  other  Terfon^  I  would  give  him 
an  Anfwer  in  about  a  Fortnight's  time-,  to  which  be  agreed^  and  I 
apply  d  to  fome  of  my  Friends  in  thofe  Tarts^  viz.  at  Rumley,  Ring- 
wood,  ©c.  and  found  as  many  Terfons  as  1  thought  jjroper  to  divide 
the  IVool  amongjt  us,  about  the  time  that  I  appointed  the  Wool  Mer- 
:hant  to  give  him  an  Anfwer :  I  went  into  the  J /land  ag.nn^  and  told 
him,  that  if  he  would  abate  me  }d.  a  Todd,  I  would  take  his  whol^ 
Tar  eel  of  Wool,  and  pay  .him  Ready-Money  upon  the  Delivery  of  the 
Wool,  To  which  he  anfwered,he  had  fold  it  all  \ome  Days  before,  to  one 
Terfon :  At  that  Time  I  knowing  all  the  Tradefmen  of  Note  tn  thofe 
Tarts,  it  put  me  upon  enquiring  who  bought  jo  large  a  ^tantity  of 
that  fort  of  Wool ^  But  at  length,  to  my  Surprife^  1  found  it  was 
all  fent  to  France. 

ABOUT  Two  Tears  after  this  happen d,  my  Bujinefs  called  me 
'0  Holland,  when  I  faw  a  Ship-load  of  our  Wool  landed  at  Rot- 
:erdam,  and  was  conflgnd  to  Mejfrs.  Stevens  and  Franklin,  two  Mer-- 
:hants  that  was  Tartners  in  that  Town ;  one  Jofias  Ockenden,  and 
\he  Honourable  H — .  B^-  faw  the  fame ;  /  brought  a  Lock  of  the 
Wool  away  with  me, 

April  26,  1 73 1.  I  went  from  Dover  to  Boulogne  with  Captain 
Jofeph  Montz;  when  we  arrived  at  Boulogne,  Ijaw  a  large  ^lan^ 
tity  of  Worfted  landed  out  of  the  Veffel  I  went  over  in^  and  the  Wor-^ 
fled  was  fent  to  one  Madam  MananeV  Houje  in  the  Jaid  Town. 

Oc3"ober  i,  17;  i.  I  faw  a  great  maty  Tacks  <9/^Englifli  Wool  land* 
td  out  of  a  Hamburgh  Ship  upon  jJunkirk  Keys. 

July 
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July  20,  1732.  I  faw  a  Sloop  full  loaded  "X'hb  onrJVaol^i abided ^ 
on  Dunkirk  KeySy  and  was  configtid  to  Mr.  Bcnezett,  a  Merchant  of\ 
that  Town.  ; 

November  xj,  1733. 1  [aw  a  great  many  ^acks  ^Irifli  TVool  land- , 
ed  upn  the  Keys  at  Oftend,  out  of  a  Brtgantine^  called  the  Two 
Brothers,  that  belong  d  to  Cork,  Warren  Knapps,  Mafter. 

November  3,  1734.  There  was  aVeJfel  arrhed  at  Dunkirk^  that 
came  from  Amfterdam,  and  brought  above  lOO  Tacks  <?f  Englifli 
Wool,  and  was  landed  on  Dunkirk  Keys^  and  was  immediately  pit 
upon  Carriages  that  was  lying  in  the  Bafueale,  ready  to  carry  this 
Wool  to  Lifle ;  thofe  Waggons  brought  Bales  of  Stuffs  and  Stockings  to 
Dunkirk  from  Lifle,  which  was  Jbip  on  board  French  Vejfels^  that 
was  bound  to  Cadiz  in  Spain.  /  have  feen  many  Hundred  Bales  of 
Woollen  Goods  come  from  Lifle  to  be  .Jhip  at  Dunkirk  to  Spain,  5^r. 
7  alfo  faw  one  Mahoney,  that  came  from  Cork,  that  landed  Wool 
0ut  of  the  fame  Vejfel  he  brought  Beef  over  into  Dunkirk. 

IN  1735:.  /  faw  a  large  Schoot  loaded  with  Britilh  Wool^  a 
■^ajftng  between  Newport  and  Bnd§^ts^  this  fVool  was  landed  at  New-; 
port ;  and^  if  I  am  rightly  informed^  that  the  greateji  Tan  of  the, 
V/ool  that  is  Owled  from  England  to  Flanders,  is  landed  at  that 
Tlace ',  there  being  no  Engliifli  in  that  Txmn^  to  be  Spes  u^on  their 
Honef  Countrymen. 

Amfl:erdam,  July  16,  1736.  I  faw  fome  ^k\^\'^'^oo\  landed  out i 
of  a  Dutch  Veffel\  there  was  more  than  100  Tacks  ^  I  got  a  Lock  of 
the  Wool,^j-  I  did  of  all  that  ever  I  jar^  landed  Abroad.  I  had  with  mX 
at  that  time^  nne  Mr.  Ediaw,  whom  I  e^'efird  to  take  Notice  af  thel 
Time  this  Wool  was  Landed:  1  made  jome  Enquiry  where  this  Wool 

cam^ 
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jycame  from^  and  found  it  was  brought  from  fome  7 art  of  the  North 
^^of  Great  Britain;  it  was  excellent  Combing  Wool.  Thefe  are  ay 
ifew  InJianceSj  to  Jhew^  that  the  Foreigners  have  our  Wool  Owled. 
^over  to  them  in  di'vers  Tarts  of  thefe  Count ries  abroad.  There  was 
afeveral  Manufacturers  of  my  Acquaintance^  who  are  now  in  England, 
\jhat  was  with  me  at  mofl  of  the  Ttmes  that  I  have  named^  who 
tihave  feen  Wool  landing  abroad.  I  could  give  a  greater  Number  of 
x:fP roofs  of  the  Wool  being  landed  abroad'^  hut  hope  thefe  few 
hfet  down^  will  convince  thofe  that  fay  the  French  have  good  Wool 
Enough  of  their  own  Growth^  and  to  fpare  fome  to  the  Hollanders, 
HSc.  and  alfo  thofe  that  fay  that  tJo^re  is  no  VfooX  fent  into  Foreign 
^zxts,  from  Great  Britain.  But  it  is  too  obvious^  that  Foreigners 
%ave  Britifti  Combing  Wool  at  this  time.  And  it  is  my  Oftnion^  the 
fjFrench,  ^c.  never  can  contrive  to  have  fticb  Wool  grow  d  as  ours  is^ 
at  hat  will  fufprt  their  Fabric  ks  of  Stuffs^  &c.     For  I  have  obfervedy 

that  they  have  made  the,  following  Experiments  abroad^  without  any 

^ood  Succefs. 

'^    I N .  1 73 1 .  The  French  got  Rams  from  England  a^d  Ireland^  and 

fut  them  to  their  Ews,  to  try  if  they  would  mend  the  Breed  \  they  took 
hare  to  fut  them  upn  the  beji  Herbage  they  have  between  Dunkirk 
W^ Graveling;  this  mended  the  Wool  the  firjt  Tear^  but  the  next 

Tear  it  grew  worfe^  and  the  following  Tear^  it  was  fid  -better  than. 
4heir  own.  Rams  and  Ews  poduce.    The  fame  Tear  I  faw  fome  Sheep 

landed  at  the  Back  <9f  Dunkirk,  in  the  Channel  ^/Mardike,  and 

was  fent  up  the  Country. 


IN 
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IN  1731*  /  heard  that  the  "Prhice  Dcloigne  had  got  jbme  of  our- 
-Englifli  Rams,  and  Gtimm  Ews,  to  trj  uloat  they  would  do-,  I  went 
lip  the  Country  to  fee  how  they  produced  their  \N oo\y .  and  found  that'i 
the  Wool  went  off  from  the  Goodnefsy  as  the  former  did,  Th/s\ 
Prince  Ihes  at  a  'Place  calfd  Belifle^  about  zo  Miles  from  Meiitz  /;/ 
Flanders. 


IN  Odober,  173  5*.  As  I  was  faffing  from  Bethune  to  Lille,  lcall\'A 
upon  a  Shepherd  in  a  Field  near  Foorn,  a  little  Villiage ;  I  prevail  c. 
npon  the  Shepherd  to  drink  aGlafs  of  Wine  with  me^  and  had  a  greax 
deal  of  Talk  with  him^  about  the  Wool  of  thofe  ^arts ;  who  told  me 
That  they  had  tried  Englifli  Rams,  but  after  the  firji  Tear^  the  Woo; 
was  worfe  than  their  own  Rams  and  Ews  produced-^  and  ajfured  mi 
that  the  only  way  they  had  to  preferve  their  Wool  in  its  own  natura 
Goodnefs^  was  to  houfe  their  Sheep  in  the  Night-time  in  the  IVinte 
Seafon :  One  Thing  I  cannot  omit  to  obferve^  and  that  is,  the  Shep 
herds  always  ketp  with  their  Sheep  Night  and  Day,  andha^oe  a  Houj 
that  goes  upon  two  JVheels, and  tsdrawrt  from  Tlace  to  T lace;  as  th 
Sheep  are  mo'ved  from  one  Tlace  to  another  to  feed,  and  the  Shee 
follow  him  and  his  Dog-^  the  Dog  is  of  no  other  Ufe,  than  to  prefer'i 
the  Sheep  from  any  IVohes,  Foxes,  or  any  other  Beajt  that  come  t 
annoy  the  Sheep.  I 

THE  reafon  that  the  Wool  of  France,  Flanders  and  Holland  is ge 
nerally  Jhort,  fower,  brufoey,  and  commonly  is  full  of  Stichel  Hairs 
which,  in  my  Opinion,  is  wholly  owing  to  the  Herbage  they  feed  on 
this  will  appear  ^ery  plain,  if  we  do  but  cajt  our  Eyes  about  us  a 
Home  ;  for  the  Food  or  Herbage  differs  fo  much  in  England,  that  a 

thi, 
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jbis  'Very  time  there  is  fome  Fleece  Wool  in  the  Norths  arts  of  Erig- 
^larid,  is  jold  for  no  more  than  Three-pnce  Halfpenny  fer  Tound\ 
I  and  yet  the  Fleece  Wool  that  grows  between  Fieretord,  Rofs  and  tht 
^Old  Gore,  Cgc.  in  Herefordlliire,  was  fold  at  Rofs  and  Yi^xdox^ Fair 
ffor  Twe7ity-fence  pr  "Pounds  the  Wool  near  the  South  Downs  in  Siit 
^  fcx,  was  worth  near  as  much. 
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Obfervations  on  WOOL, 


AND    THE 


Woollen  MANUFACTURE 


H  E  Riches  of  any  Kingdom  or  Nation,  is  in  the 
Multiplicity  of  People,  it  they  have  a  Produce  of  the 
Gro\^'th   of  their   own   Country  to  employ  them, 
and  the  Advantage  of  the  Sea  to  carry  on  a  Trade 
to  other  Countries  :  On  the  contrary,  where  any. 
Country,  tho'  it  is  well  ftock'd  with  People,   and] 
doth    not   lie   contiguous   to   the    Sea,    and    Iiatlii 
not  Materials  of  their  own  Growth  and  Produce  to  employ  all  their! 
Hands,    their  People  muft  go  into  Foreign  Service  to  feek  their  Bread,  | 
as  is  the  Cafe  of  the  Swifs,  and  feveral  other  Nations  in  Europe:  Butj 
Providence  hath  provided  better  for  England;  we  are  invironed  with  th^-' 
Sea  and  have  feveral  forts  of  Materials  that  are  the  Produce  of  our  owim. 
Land  to  employ  our  People  with,   and  when  they  are  wrought  ud 
into  the  divers  ibrts  of  Manufactures,  we  have  alfo  plenty  of  Shipping,? 
to  carry  them  into  Foreign  Countries ;  and  in  return  we  bring  bad 
fuch  Materials  as  are  ufeful  to  us  in  Buildmg  and  Rigging  our  Ship 
ping;   and  in  many  other  Branches  of  Bufinels  that  we  want,  and  have 
nox  of  our  own  Produce.  ! 

B  And 
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And  the  principal  Commodities  that  we  fend  Abroad  are  the  Wool- 
len Manufadtures  that  are  made  of  the  Wool  of  the  Growth  di  England^ 
which  could  afford  Labour  and  Employment  to  all  our  Poor,  or  at 
leaft  the  Quantity  grow'd  in  Great- Britain  and  Ireland^  wou'd  cer- 
tainly be  enough,  if  we  were  fo  happy  as  to  have  the  Manufac- 
turing of  it  all  ourfelves*  But  we  have  the  Misiortune  to  have  among 
ourfelves,  (bme  fo  bafe  as  to  contrive  all  manner  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
Owl  this  fo  abroad  (for  fo  they  very  properly  call  Running  of  the  Wool 
into  other  Countries,  it  being  done  by  Stealth  and  in  the  dark,  like 
Owls,  who  durfl:  not  look  the  Sun  in  the  Face,)  and  that  to  thofe  that 
are  utter  Enemies,  by  their  own  Conftitution,  to  our  Intereft  and  Hap- 
pinefs :  I  am  fure  there  is  nothing  fo  loudly  calls  for  the  Help  and 
A/fiftance  of  every  true  Briton^  that  hath  a  Value  for  his  Native  Coun- 
try, and  the  Trades  and  Manutadures  thereof,  than  lending  a  Helping- 
hand  at  this  Time,  to  put  a  Stop  to  that  vile  and  deteftable  Pradice,  of 
Owling  of  Wool  abroad  from  Great-Britain  and  Ireland.  For  it  is 
notorious,  that  the  Woollen  Manufactures  are  daily  increafing  abroad, 
and  that  by  the  Help  of  the  Wool  of  Great- Britain  and  Ireland,  This, 
I  think,  fliould  excite  every  true  Briton  to  ftrive  to  prevent  this  grand 
Evil,  what  the  Confequence  attending  this  Pradice  will  bring  upon  Eftg- 
land^  if  not  timely  prevented,  I  will  endeavour  to  demonftrate :  But  firfl: 
it  is  neceflary  that  I  fliould  fet  forth,  what  an  Advantage  we  have  by 
our  Wool  and  Woollen  Manufadtures,  above  any  Nation  in  Euro^e^ 
and  how  and  why  the  Owling  of  our  Wool  is  fo  dangerous  and  fatal 
a  Nuifance  to  this  Nation ;  or  elfe  it  will  not  appear  that  fuch  a 
Pradice  dodi  us  any  Harm  at  all.  Woollen  Manufadures,  are  fuch  a 
/'^t  of  Commodities,  that  there  is  not  any  Nation  in  Europe  but 
muft  have  them;  Inhabitants  of  the  coldeft  Climates  muft  of  Necef- 
'ity  have  them;  and  they  of  the  warmefl  Regions,  cannot  do  without 
^hem  for  Cloathing.  And  there  is  no  Manufadures  are  lo  fit  for 
Cloathing  in  general,  as  thofe  made  of  Wool,  and  no  Wool  in  Europe 
is  equal  to  ours  in  Goodnefs,  both  for  Combing,  and  Cloathing 
Wool  alfo.  But  here  I  wou'd  now  particularly  take  Notice  of  our  Long 
Combing  Wool^  being  that  fort  of  Wool  that  our  Rivals  covet  mod ;  I 

know 
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know  that  it  is  generally  believed,  that  the  making  oH  Cloth  abroad  -  :' 
our  Wool,  is  that  which  deftroys  our  Woollen  Trade:  But  I  fliall 
prove  that  to  be  a  Miftake,  when  I  come  to  Ihew  what  forts  of  Goods 
are  made  at  each  Town  abroad.  But  firft,  I  fliall  Ihew  the  Difference 
that  there  is  between  the  Wool  of  France^  Flanders^  Zeland  and  Hol- 
land^ and  that  of  Great- Brit  am  and  Ireland,  The  Wool  of  France^ 
Flanders  and  Holland^  is  for  the  moft  part  very  coarfe  and  fliort  in 
general,  not  above  3  or  4  Inches  long,  and  of  a  harfli  fower  Nature; 
and  great  Part  of  it  hath  a  Stichel  Hair  in  it,  like  fome  of  our  Wool 
that  IS  of  the  Growth  of  fome  Parts  of  Norfolk^  Sitjfolk^  Cambridge^ 
Jhire^  and  in  fome  Parts  of  the  North  of  England.  In  thefe  Coun- 
ties the  Wool  is  infeded  with  the  fort  ot  Stichel  Hair  which  is 
of  a  bright  lliining  Colour,  not  like  the  other  Wool  that  grows  along 
with  it  on  the  fame  Sheep  it  being  more  like  Dogs  Hair ;  this  Hair  will' 
twift  in  along  with  the  other  Hairs,  when  it  is  Spun,  but  continues 
to  flare  out,  make  it  into  what  Goods  they  will:  Neither  will  it  Dye 
into  any  proper  Colour,  but  flill  will  continue  of  a  whitilh  Colour, 
The  Dutch  are  very  curious  Sorters  of  Wool,  as  I  have  obferved  whenL, 
I  was  Abroad  in  Holland:  I  was  told  by  an  Englipman  that  work'd 
with  a  Felt-Monger  in  Holland^  that  they  are  16  curious  about  tha 
Wool,  that  hath  tlits  Stichel  Hair  in  it,  that  they  have  Boys  and  Girk'^ 
to  pick  the  Wool  off  trom  the  Skins,  and  leave  thofe  vStichel  Hairs 
{landing  on  the  Skin.  There  is  a  little  long  Wool  that  is  growed  ia 
North  Holland  and  Zeland,  and  about  Ghent  and  Lovaine  in  Handers^^ 
but  this  is  not  fine,  like  tlie  Wool  oi  England  and  Ireland-,  the  French 
Wool  is  pretty  much  Lke  xho,  Flemijh  and  Holland  Vfool;  but  the:| 
Combing  Wool  of  England  and  Ireland,  is  fine  and  long,  firee  froi  ' 
this  Stichel  Hair,  and  the  natural  Strength  of  it  makes  it  Valuable, 
as  well  as  the  Soknels  and  Finenefs  of  it ;  and  the  Manufadories  oj 
Stuffs  and  Stockings  made  thereof,  are  preferable  for  Goodnefs  andl 
Beauty,  to  any  Goods  that  they  can  make  of  their  own  Wool,  eitherj 
in  France,  Flanders  or  Holland  Even  as  mucli  as  our  Stulfs  o;  thef 
fineft  quality,  that  are  made  of  the  befl  and  fineft  Wool,  furpafs  the 
Goods  that  are  made  of  our  coarfeil  Wool.     The  Wool  of  the  Coun-t 

B  z  ties 
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ties  of  Warwtckjhtre^  Northampon^  Lincolnjhire  and  Rutland^  with 
Ibme  Parts  oi  Huntingdon^  Bedford^  Buckingham  and  Cambridge/hire^ 
and  Rumney  Marjh^  with  fome  Parts  oi  Norfolk^  have  been  accounted 
the  longelt  and  finell  Combing  Wool.  But  of  late  Years  there  hath 
been  Improvements  made  in  the  Breed  of  the  Sheep,  by  changing  the 
Rams,  and  Sowing  of  Turneps,  Grafs  Seed,  ^c.  and  now  there  is  fome 
large  fine  Combing  Wool,  to  be  found  m  mofl  Countries  in  England^ 
which  is  fine,  long  and  foft,  fit  to  make  all  forts  of  fine  Stuffs  and 
Hofe  of:  And  notwithftanding  this  fort  of  Wool  is  fo  long,  and 
grows  on  large  Sheep,  yet  there  is  upon  fome  of  thofe  Sheep  a 
imall  Quantity  of  fliort  fine  Wool,  fit  for  the  making  of  Cloth ;  and 
that  fort  the  Foreigners  mix  with  fome  fort  of  the  Sj)antjh  Wool,  to  help 
to  flrengthen  the  Chain  or  Warp  that   they  make  into  Cloth. 

The  Combing  Wool  oi  Ireland^  grows  mollly  in  the  Counties  of  7/^- 

ferary^  Limerick^  Kilkenny^  Kerry ^  fVaterford^  Conaught  and  Cork ;  and 

is  no  way  inferior  to  the  long  Wool  oi England^  except  a  fmall  Quantity 

of  Wool  that  grows  in  fome  Parts  of  Leicefter^  and  the  South  Marjhes 

of  Ltncolnjhire^  which  is  longer  than  any  Wool  grow'd  in  any  Part  of 

England  befides,   and  is  of  a  beautiful  Aiming  Colour,  and  altho'  long, 

yet  very  fine  and  foft,  and  is  chiefly  ufed  in  making  of  the  befl:  forts 

of  Norwich  Crapes,  Bombafines,  ®c.  which,  when  wrought  into  thefe 

Tort  of  Goods,    is  not  only  very  fine,  but  bears  an  exceeding  good 

iGlofs,  fuperior  to  any  of  the  Wool  oi  Ireland:  But  for  the  reft  ot  the 

^Wool  that  is  ufed  in  Combing  in  England^  it  is  fo  near  the  Length, 

Strength  and  Finenefs,  that  when  compared   with  Irijh  long  Wool, 

^  ^re  is  no  one,  when  he  lees  it  abroad,  can  tell  whether  it  be  Englip 

^Irijh  Wool. 

;  Having  given  an  Account  of  the  Nature  and  Places  of  the 
/  Growth  of  our  long  Combing  Wool,  and  the  Difference  there  is  be- 
'  :ween  the  Wool  ot  France  and  the  Low  Countries^  and  that  fort  of 
'  iVool  juft  now  named.  I  fliall  now  proceed  according  to  my  Pro- 
fiife,  to  fliew  what  forts  of  Goods  are  made  of  Combing  Wool;  and 
A/hat  forts  are  made  with  Combing  Wool  and  Carding  Wool  mixt  to- 
1  ;^ether ;  and  what  is  mixt  with  Silk,  Cotton  and  Linnen,  ^c. 

The 
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The  firjl,  vi2.  Is  COMBING 


Says 

Borfleys 

Shalloons 

Spanifli  Crapes 

During  Crapes 

Tamys 

Purnellows 

Sattannets 

Harrateens 

Cheneys 

Serges 

Sagathies 

Duroys 

With  many 


Durants 
Ranters 
Buntings 
Boulting  Cloths 
Swathing  Bands 
Serge  Denim 
Camblets 
Camblettees 
Calimancoe  plain 
Calimancoe  flowered 
Damasks 
Ruilets 
Everlafting 

other  forts  of  Plain  and  Fi 


wool; 

Cantiloons 

Worfted  Plufli 

Quarter  Diamond 

Birds  Eye  and  Diamond 

Grogram 

Paragon 

Cadis 

Gartering 

Quality  Binding 

Stockings 

Caps 

Gloves 

Breeches  Knit 

gur'd  Stuffs. 
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The  following  Goods  are  made  ^/Combing  Wool  and  Carding  Wool 
mtxd  together-,  the  Combing  is  the  Warp  or  Webb  ;  the  Carding  is 
the  Woof  or  Shoot ^  viz.  ' 

Bays  Long  Ells 

Broad  Rafla  Druggets  plain 

Cloth  Serge  Druggets  corded 

German  Serge  Flannel 


Swan  Skin 

Quinco  Bays  or  Wading 

Perpetanues 


The  following   Goods  are   made  with  Long  Wool, 
Silk  Mohair  and  Cotton  mixd^  viz. 


and 


Norwich  Crapes  Stockings  Alapeens 

Silk  Druggets  Spanifli  Poplins  '    Anterines 

Hair  Pluih  Caps  and  Gloves  Silk  Sattenet^ 

Hair  Camblet  Venetian  Poplins  Bombafines    ' 

^^fn?r''f''  ^^^f^'^^^  Stuff^s,  both  figur'd,  clouded,  fpotted,  plain 
and  ftripd,  too  te^ous  to  name  :  But  what  I  have  fet  down  are  fuffi- 
cicnt  to  prove  the  Valuablenefs  of  the  Combing  Wool. 

Having 
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«  Having-  Ihcwn  what  a  great  Number  of  different  forts  of  Stuffs 

1  are  made  of  Combing  Wool;  I  wou'd  juft  obkrve,  tliat  the  Foreigners 

^  cannot  make  any  of  thofe  forts  of  Goods,  as  above,  with  thcir  ^ovvn 

<  Wool,  fit  for  a  Foreign  Market,   but  when  mix'd  with  the  Wool  of 

Great  Britain  or  Ireland^  then  they  are  enabled  to  do  it,  as  I  iliall 

.  iliew  in  its  proper  Place:  And  that  is  the  Reafon  die  Foreigners  covet 

that  fort  of  Wool,  before   the  C lot  him  on  Short  JVool;  wiiich  makes 

^  the  Lofs  to  us  the  greater  ;  when  they  have  our  deep  Combing  Wool. 

('  Since  then  Providence  hath  furnifli'd  us  with  iuch  an  ineftimable  Ad- 

■  vantage  by  Virtue  of  our  Wool,  above  every  Nation  in  .c.t'/<?/^,  it 
|i  neceilarily  foUovv s,  that  our  Woollen  Goods  mull  be  the  moft  Value- 
t  able,  and  the  moil  in  Vogue  oi  all  others,  and  coniequently,  that  few 
;  Foreign  Markets  caa,  or  will  be  without  our  Stuffs,  ScocJuogs,  i3c, 
i  and  theretore  mud  be  fupply'd   by  our  Merchants,  if  ue   w ere  fo 

■  kind  to  ourfelves,  to  keep  our  Wool  at  Home,  and  coniCqucntly  thofe 
'  Markers  will  be  engrofs'd  by  us;  which,  as  it  will  caufe  a  conftant 

'  Demand  for  our  Woollen  Manuladures,  fo  this  Demand  will  provide  a 
continual  Employment  tor  our  Poor.  And  this  conflant  Employment 
^  of  our  Manufadories  will  alfo  improve  our  Woriimen,  in  all  the  bran- 
*  dies  of  the  Manufadlunng  Part,  which  Emprovement  in  all  our  Arts, 
^  will  fecure  the  Demand  Irom  beyond  Sea,  and  keep  up  our  Reputation 
'  Abroad,  which  will  caufe  the  conflant  Circulation  of  Money  through- 
out the  Nation,  and  render  our  Manufacturers  as  perfed:  as  poflibly 
;  xan  be. 

0\  On  the  contrary,  by  the  Owllng  of  Wool  into  Foreign  Countries, 

ivve  enable  their  own  Manufadories  to  make  much  better  and  finer 

Stuffs,  Stockings,  ©c*.  than  their  own  is  capable  of  making,  when 

wrought  by  itfelf,  whereby  we  do  the  Woollen  Manufadories  of  this 

Nation  the  following  Damages : 

firjl^  By  this  Means  welellen  the  Demand  for  our  Woollen  Goods 
in  thole  Countries  where  they  are  now  made,  which  formerly  were 
{erved  by  us,  and  mull  again,  if  wc  can  be  fo  good  to  ourfelves  as  to 
keep  our  Wool  at  Home. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly^  We  not  only  lofe  the  ferving  of  them,  but  by  giving 
tliem  our  Wool,  we  put  tliofe  Manufadurer^  into  a  Condition  to  turnilii 
die  very  Markets  we  fend  our  Woollen  Goods  to,  which  go  oft^as  well, 
or  better  than  ours,  by  their  being  abietounderfellus,  and  conlequently 
hinders  the  Sale  of  ours. 

Thirdly^  If  we  continue  to  Smuggle  our  Wool  Abroad,  other 
Countries  will,  and  muft  naturally  by  degrees,  ruin  our  Woollen 
Trade  for  the  Exportation. 

Fourthly^  Our  Exportation  for  Woollen  Goods  thus  once  loft, 
what  will  become  oi  our  Handicrafts,  and  the  Surplus  of  our  own 
Manufadures ;  ior  we,  amongft  ourielves,  do  not  confume  above  one 
Ti  ird  ot  our  Woollen  Goods,  lo  that  the  Mafters  will  turn  off  their 
Hands,  which  mull:  come  to  th'^  PariOi  for  Mamtenance,  and  the 
Growers  of  Wool  mull  fell  lo  much  o  the  Wool  that  is  wanted  for 
Home  Con'iumption  'Or  whac  ihey  can  get ;  and  thereit,  theSmuggLng 
Grower  and  Farmer  mult  lOrce  a  T.  de,  and  fell  it  to  the  hrenchy 
Flemings^  llanders^  &c.  and  if  this  ^hou'd  be  the  Cafe,  the  Foreigners 
will  give  juft  what  they  think  fit  ror  it.  This  is  the  natural  Cafe 
of  all  iorts  of  Goods  rhat  are  a  Drug,  or  where  Perfons  are  under  a 
NecelTicy  to  fell  their  Goods,  there  being  more  Sellers  than  Buyers;  and 
therefore  this  muft  be  the  Cafe  of  rurSmuggUng Graziers  and  Farmers: 
and  whether  this  will  not  make  taem  all  t^eggers  at  laft,  I  leave  my 
Countrymen  to  judge.  For  tho'  the  French^  &c.  give  a  greater  Price 
for  our  Wool  now  than  we  do,  is  bccaufe  they  cannot  do  without  it 
to  mix  with  their  own,  to  make  their  Manufadures  fit  fbr  a  Foreign 
Market:  But  when  they  come  to  have  the  Wool  forced  upon  them, 
they  will  then  flight  it,  and  have  it  at  what  Price  they  pleafe,  or  tht 
Owding  Farmer  and  Graziers  mufr  let  it  Le  and  rot  which  in  a  fliort 
Time  will  caufe  the  Breeding  of  Sheep  not  worth  while ;  the  Landlord 
thereiore  muft  abate  of  the  Rent,  or  cake  his  Lands  into  his  own  Hands. 

N  o  w  to  demonftrate  that  this  is  very  likely  to  be  the  Cafe,  will    ji 
appear  from  the  following  Fads :  ^' 

First  then,  it  is  not  above  70  Years  ago,  fince  Lewis  the  XlVth, 
Kirg  of  France^  firft  encourag  d  the  making  of  Cloth  in  his  Country 
or  Kingdom.  Th^ 
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"*  The  firfl  Place  he  began  at,  was  Languedoc^  where  they  made 
♦  Cloth  of  about  9^-.  or  \os.  a  French  Ell ;  fince  that  Time,  they  have 
\^  made  Cloths  from  loj*.  to  \^s.  an  Ella  French  Ell  is  a  fmall  matter 
I  longer  than  an  Englijh  Ell ;  the  King  raifed  a  Fund  to  carry  on  this 
I  fo  Valueable  a  Branch  of  Trade  with  Vigour :  This  fort  ot  Cloth  is 
.  about  7  Quarters  Wide,  like  our  G  lone  eft  erjhtre  Clotlis ;  fuice  that  Time 
j  they  have  fet  up  feveral  more  Manufadories,  in  which  they  make  divers 
,  forts  of  Stuffs,  Stockings,  £^c.  which  I  fliall  give  a  particular  Account 
of,  when  I  come  to  ihew  in  what  Towns  in  France^  Flanders  and  Hol^^ 
land^  the  feveral  different  forts  of  Stuffs,  ^c.  are  Manufactured. 

But  before  the  French  King  begun  thofe  Fabricks  in  his  Dominions, 
nay  and  many  Years  after,  we  fent  large  Quantities  of  Woollen  Goods 
to  France  \  but  fince  the  Clandeftine  Exportation  of  our  Wool  hath  been 
carry'd  on  fo  vigouroufly  to  that  Country,  the  French  King  hath  pro- 
hibited all  forts  of  our  Woollen  Manufadures  being  imported  into  the 
French  Dominions ;  nay,  that  is  not  all  the  Harm  they  do  us,  for  their 
Fad-ories  are  lo  much  increafed  within  10  or  ii  Years  lail:  part,  that  the 
,  French  fend  vaft  Quantities  of  Stuffs,  Stockings,  ^c.  to  S^ain^  Tor- 
tugal^  Italy ^  &c.  and  underfell  us  10  or  ix/^rC^;//.  their  Labour 
bemg  fo  much  cheaper  than  ours  in  England^  (  as  I  lliall  fliew  in  its 
proper  Place, )  which  is  the  Reafon  they  underfell  us  at  the  Foreign 
Markets:  But  this  wou'd  do  us  no  Harm,  if  we  could  be  fo  wife  and 
good  to  ourfelves,  to  keep  our  Wool  at  Home,  and  Manufadure  it  all 
V  ourfelves. 

%  Secondly^  And  at  this  very  Time,  by  Owling  of  our  Wool  to  Ham- 
^rough^  Holland^  Flanders^  France^  &c.  thole  Countries  are  able  to 
'  'inanufadure  divers  forts  of  Stuffs  and  Stockings  which  are  fold  a- 
mongft  the  Hollanders^  Fleemhigs^  &c.  which  makes  our  Manufac- 
tures a  Drug  in  thofe  Parts,  the  Dutch  and  Fleemtngs  buying  only 
fuch  forts  of  Woollen  Goods  of  our  Merchants,  that  they  have  oc- 
cafion  for,  to  make  up  prop'er  Affbrtments  of  Goods  fit  to  be  llievv'd  at 
the  Markets  Abroad ;  the  Foreigners  not  as  yet  making  all  the  Sorts 
©r  Affbrtments  of  Goods  fo  neat  as  we  do.  But  it  they  continue  to 
have  our  Wool,  there  will  not  be  any  forts  of  Woollen  Goods  made  in 

EnglanJ^ 
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England^  but  what  In  a  few  Years  the  Foreigners  will  be  able  to  make 
as  well  as  we  do.  It  is  but  a  few  Years  ago  fince  the  Hollanders 
came  to  be  fupply'd  with  Woollen  Goods  from  fome  Parts  of  the  Ger- 
niayi  Dominions,  which  are  made  with  our  Wool,  and  are  made  near  as 
good  as  our  Stuffs,  SJc.  except  our  Superfine  Stuffs^  Stockings^  &c.  and 
much  cheaper  than  we  can  fell  ours,  occafion'd  alfo  by  the  Cheapnefs 
of  their  Labour. 

Thirdly^  The  French^  within  this  60  odd  Years,  have  drove  our 
Woollen  Manufacftories  quite  out  of  their  large  Dominions,  and  not 
only  fo,  but  are  become  Sharers  with  us  in  our  Commerce  in  SfaiHy 
Portugal 'xxxdi  Italy^  and  fevcral  other  Places;  and  underfell  us  in  moft, 
if  not  all  Places  where-ever  they  come  with  their  Woollen  Goods,  and 
have  almoft  beat  us  out  of  feveral  Branches  of  our  Woollen  Fabricks. 
This  being  the  Cafe,  what  are  we  to  exped:  from  them,  if  they  con- 
tinue to  gee  our  Wool  tor  60  or  70  Years  longer:  Alfo  in  the  fliort 
Space  o\  a  tew  Years,  the  Woollen  Manufactories  of  the  Low  Conn- 
trieSy  and  fome  Parts  of  Germany,  &c.  are  fo  Improv'd  and  Increas'd, 
by  the  Help  of  our  Wool,  that  Holland  is  chiefly  ferved  from  them 
with  thofe  ibrts  of  Goods  which  they  mix  with  a  few  they  buy  from 
■England,  and  then  call  them  all  Englijh  Goods  \  becaufe  Englijh 
Woollen  Manutad:ures  have  had  the  Vogue  and  Name  for  many  Years 
pad,  all  over  Enroj^e.  This  is  the  Reajon  that  our  Woollen  Goods  go 
oft^  fo  flowly  in  Holland.  If  this  is  become  the  Cafe,  in  a  lew  Years 
pafl,  what  will  be  the  Confequcnce  in  Twenty  Years  more?  Will  not 
ether  Tlaces  as  well  as  the  Trov'nices  of  Holland,  be  iupply'd  from 
Germany,  &c.  with  Woollen  Manufactures,  who  at  pretent  continue 
to  take  off  our  Woollen  Fabricks  ? 

I  Cannot  but  think  that  I  have  fully  made  it  appear,  what  Ad- 
vantage we  have,  above  all  Nations  in  the  known  World,  by  oui^ 
Wool  and  our  Woollen  Manufadory;  and  how  and  why  the  Osvling 
of  Wool  becomes  fo  dangerous  and  fo  latal  a  Nuifance  to  England-.  \v. 
hath  alfo  been  prov'd,  that  our  Woollen  Manufaduring  Trade  hath 
vaftly  fu.Fered  by  the  French,  within  thefe  60  or  70  Years,  and  daily 
declines  by  the  Increafe  of  their  Commerce. 
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Ak^  if  the  Wool  is  ftUl  continued  to  be  Owled  Abroad,  and  fent 
them,  in  lefs  than  60  Years  more  our  Woollen  Manufaduring  Trade 
for  Exportj  will  be  intlrely  deftroy'd  and  loft 

The  Lofs  of  our  Woollen  Manuiadory  for  Export  being  taken  for 
granted,  if  the  Ow  ling  of  Wool  be  not  effedually  prevented :  I  fliall 
now  endeavour  to  Ihew  the  fatal  Confequence  that  muft  unavoida- 
bly follow  the  Lofs  and  Ruin  of  this  fo  valuable  and  moft  beneficial 
Branch  of  our  Commerce  and  Trade  ;  which,  if  w^e  cou'd  keep  our 
Wool  at  Home,  wou'd  be  more  Advantage  to  this  Nation,  than  the 
Gold  Mines  of  Mexico  and  Teru  are  to  the  King  of  Sj?am. 

Firjl^  Our  Woollen  Trade  being  once  loft  and  rum'd,  our  Wool 
will  become  a  Drug,  and  the  Legi^ature  will  be  obliged  to  allow  the 
Exportation  of  our  Wool  to  he  If  Trade  ^  if  poflible,  as  formerly  it  was 
pur  Cafe :  And  then  our  beft  Manufactures  will  in  courfe  follow  the 
Wool  to  Foreign  Parts  to  get  their  Bread,  as  is  the  Cafe  at  this  Time  ; 
for  there  are  near  Thirty  of  our  beft  Artificers  lately  gone  to  Denmark. 
I  have  procured  the  Names  of  the  principal  Foremen,  that  are  gone 
over  to  Copenhagen  to  fet  up  the  feveral  different  Sorts  of  Manufac- 
tories, which  are  as  follows,  viz.  John  Sttrman^  Arts  Mafter  oi  Bride- 
well'^  Mr.  Z)^;/c^r,  Broad  Weaver,  oi  Brick-lane^  Spttal-fieldst,Mx. 
Taratty  Garter- Weaver,  of  Bridgewater  Square ;  Daniel  Rogers^  of 
Angel  Ally^  in  Bijhoffgate-Jlreet^  Stuff' Weaver  ;  Nathaniel  Swanfon^ 
Damask  and  Rullel  Weaver,  of  Cajtle-Jireet^  in  the  Parifli  of  Stefney  ; 
John  Tate^  Stocking- Frame -Knitter,  of  Long  Ally^  near  Moorjields^ 
thefe  Foremen  have  about  Five  Under-hands  each.  Thefe  People  have 
carried  Looms  and  Stocking-Frames  along  with  them,  with  all  other 
forts  of  Utenfils  to  carry  on  the  feveral  different  Branches  of  the  Wool- 
len Manufadories.  A  fliort  time  ago,  the  Perfon  that  inveighled  thofe 
People  away  from  their  Native  Country,  fent  for  more  Looms,  ^c.  to 
one  Mr.  E ,  that  lives  in  Angel  Ally^  in  Bipoj^fgate-fireet. 

The  King  of  Denmark^  of  late  Years  gives  great  Encouragement 
to  our  Artificers ;  and  the  firft  Place  tliat  the  Woollen  Manuiadory 
begun  at  in  Denmark^  was  at  Alte^ia^  near  Hambrough  (^Altena  belongs 
to  t-he  King  of  Denmark^  by  one  Mr.  John  Hudjon^  who  went  from 

TorkJJoirey 
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Torkjhtre^  and  there  began  to  make  Cloth,  about  Six  Years  ago ;  and 
now  there  is  at  that  Place,  above  One  Hundred  Looms ;  and  thofe  that 
are  gone  over  lately,  are  to  fet  up  the  making  of  Stuffs  and  Stockings^ 
and  Narrow  Goods ;  as  Gartering-^  Cadis  and  ^laltt^'bindings^  and 
have  carried  their  Engines  and  other  Utenfils  along  with  them ;  and 
fome  Stocking-Frames  alfo  are  gone  over,  and  one  Stocking-Frame- 
Maker,  and  leveral  Broad  Looms  to  make  Caltmancoes^  CambLets 
and  divers  other  Stuffs.    ^  -  . 

Thus  by  Encouraging,  and  conftantly  giving  full  Employment 
to  our  Workmen  Abroad,  the  Foreigners  will  come  to  the  greateft 
Perfed:ion  in  the  Woollen  Manufadlures ;  on  the  contrary,  ours  at 
pome,  for  want  of  good  Hands  and  conftant  Employment,  will  daily 
decline  in  their  Goodnefs :  And  the  French  and  others,  by  their  low 
Wages,  and  hard  Living,  will  be  able  to  fell  their  Woollen  Goods 
cheaper  than  we  fliall  make  them  in  England. 

By  this  it  (eems  a  natural Confequence,  that  by  reafon  of  the  Good- 
nefs and  Cheapnefs  of  the  French^  Flemings^  &c.  Goods,  they  may 
again  be  Imported  into  England^  as  formerly  they  were,  whereby  we 
fliall  be  reduced  to  our  former  State,  when  we  fent  our  Wool  to  the 
Flemings  and  the  French^  and  took  Cloth  and  Stuffs,  C^c.  in  Return 
from  them.  This  being  the  Cafe,  many  Thoufand  Manufacturers  will 
want  Employment ;  for  as  all  Ranks  and  Orders  of  Perfons,  becaufe  of 
the  Scarcenels  of  Money,  and  the  Charge  of  the  Poor  being  very  great, 
as  mod  certain  it  will  be,  they  muft  in  courfe  buy  Yearly  jewer  Cloaths 
for  themfelves  and  Families  ;  fb  the  Clothiers  and  Matter  Weavers,  of 
all  the  different  Branches  of  Bufmefs,  for  want  of  a  Demand  for  their 
Goods,  will  turn  off  many  Thoufands  of  their  Combers,  Spinners,  Wea- 
vers,. Carders,  Throwfters,  Doublers,  Dyers,  ^c.  which  Manufac- 
turers being  turn  d  out  of  Employment,  will  increafe  the  Number  of 
chargeable  Poor;  and  confequently,  the  vaft  Sums  of  Money  w^hich 
were  Yearly  paid  to  them  for  Wages,  will  no  longer  be  diftributed, 
nor  will  circulate  in  the  feveral Counties  oi England:  Whereby  all  forts 
of  Trades  and  Handicrafts,  I3c.  as  Farmers,  Graziers,  Butchers,  Bakers, 
Toallw  Chandlers,  Grocers,  Woollen  Drapers,  Linnen  Drapers,  Ha- 
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bcrdalliers,  Tanners,  Curriers,  Feltmongers,  vShoemakers,  Glovers,  Mak- 
Ikrs,  Brewers,  Corntadors,  Alehoufe-keepers,  Inn-keepers,  Carriers, 
Taylors,  Hofiers,  and  divers  other  Employments,  with  whom  the 
Artificers  and  Handicraftfmen  did  daily  deal  with  for  Food  and  Rai- 
ment, will  dwindle  and  come  to  nothing.  Befides  thofe  Trades  and 
Callings  that  I  have  named,  there  are  great  Numbers  ot  different  forts 
of  Callings  and  Trades  that  do  immediatly  depend  one  upon  another, 
to  fit  and  prepare  the  many  different  forts  ot  Goods  that  are  made 
with  Sheeps  Wool,  fit  for  a  Foreign  Market ;  that  is,  trom  the  Shecps 
Back,  to  the  Ship  that  carries  thofe  Goods  Abroad  to  the  Foreign 
Markets.  And  here  I  fliall  fet  down  the  many  diiterent  Branches  of 
Bufinefs,  Trades,  ^c,  that  do  occur  to  my  Memory:  I  fliall  begin  them, 
as  they  appear  to  me,  in  an  Alphabetical  Order. 

,/[  L  I S  T  of  the  dijferent  Branches  of  Bufinefs  that  depends  uj^on 
Wool  and  the  Woollen  Manufactory,  Alphabetkally  digejied^  viz. 


Bobbin-winder 

Damask  of  Kitermin- 

Hat-maker 

Burlers  of  Cloth 

fter,  ®c. 

Hat-dyer 

Bay-maker 

Enterer  of  Chaines, 

Handle  -  maker    with 

Brand-clippers 

^c. 

Teafells 

Calender 

Farmer  or  Turnep  gro- 

Hatband   and    Loop- 

Cloth-fliearer 

wer  for  Sheep 

maker 

Camblet-maker 

Fuller,  or  Tucker 

Engine  Weaver 

Crape-maker 

Feltmonger 

ImbofTer  of  Cloth,  ^c. 

Cullgeer 

FiniflierofHats 

Knitters  of  Stockings, 

Con -drawer 

Farmer  to  raife  Woolds 

iSc. 

Clothier 

Fador  of  Yarn,  ^c. 

Landlord,  or  Setter  of 

Carder  and  Spinner 

Farmer  to  raife  Fea(ells 

Land 

Doubler 

Farmer  to  l^reed  Sheep  Merchants 

Dyer 

Garter-maker  by  FJand 

Mailer  Wool-Comber 

Duroy   and   Sagathy- 

Grazier 

Mill'd  Caps,  and  Hofe- 

'  maker 

Garter -maker  by  En- 

maker 

Duiiell-maker 

gine 

Mailer  Ships 

Mop- 

rwj 


Mop-maker 
Marriners,  or  Sailors 
Mounter  of  Draught 

Looms 
Mixer  of  Wool 
Pickers  of  Wool 
Pickers  of  Peices   of 

Calimancoe,  ^c. 
Prefler 
Packers 
Pattern  Reader  for 

Draught  Work 
QuiU-winder 
Quilter  ot  Petticoats, 

Ranter  Maker 

Rowers  ot  Cloth 

Shepherd 

Sheep  -  waflier,    and 

Shearer 
Sorter  of  Wool 
Spinner  of  Worfted,  or 

Gerfey 
Scowerer  of  Stuffs,  Ta- 

mies,  iSc 


Scribbler 

Seizer  of  Chains 

Seamer  of  Hofe 

Say-maker 

Shalloon-maker 

Serge- maker  mixt,^c:. 

Shroud-maker 

Sigg  or  Pifs  Gatherer 
tor  Dyers 

Mafter  Throwfters 

Tender  of  Throwfter- 
Mill 

Turner  of  Throwfter- 
Mill 

Tainterer,  or  Setter 

Tamey-Maker 

Turnep-hougher,  to 
feed  Sheep 

Tapeftry-Maker 

Undertakers  of  Burials 

Weaver  of  Plufli 

Wool- winder 

Warper  of  Chains 

Weaver  of  Serge,  Shal- 
loon, SJc. 


Weaver  of  Broad  Cloth 

WeaverofCalimancoes, 

Weaver  of  Wadding 
Weaver  of  Ruggs 
Weaver  of  Coverlids 
AVeaver  of  Crape 
Weaver  of  Draught 

Damask,  ^c. 
Woollen  Draper 
Wool  Stapler 
Wool  Jobbers  '. 

Weaver    of  Lincies 

ilrip'd,  ^c, 
Wafte,  or  Thrumb       | 

Dealers 
Waterer  of  Cheyneys,    1 

Weaver  of  Carpets 
Yarn  or  Worfted- 

maker  jjj 

Yarn,    or  Worfted,       " 

Dealers 
Yarn  Fad:ors 


The  above  Trades  and  Occupations,  are  immediately  concerned  iii 
the  Manufaduring  of  Woollen  Goods  fit  for  a  Foreign  Market : 
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jfind  the  follawing  are  more  or  lefs  employ  d  in  the  making  JnVawmtn^^ 
&c.  for/me  one  Branch  or  other  of  the  Woollen  Manutadures. 
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Argd-maker 

-AUom-maker 

Archel-maker 

Anchor  Smiths 

Blackwell-hallFadors 

Barge  Men,  ^c. 

Back-makers 

Black  Smiths 

Bisket  Bakers  for  Sea 

Box  or  Cafer maker 

Brick-maker 

Bricklayer 

Book-keeper 

Brewer  for  Sea  Beer 

Broker 

Buckram-rnakers 

Brufli-in^kers 

I  Carrier 

j'  Coopers  Dry  and  W^t 
!?!  Cafivafe-maker 

I I  Cranage  into  the  Shift 

\\  Charcoal-maker 
I   Colliers 

[iComb  Pot  or  Killen- 
maker 
Copper  Smith  for  Dy- 
ers, £^c. 
Carpenters 
Cock  and  Bofs-m^ker 
Card-maker 


Calender-maker 

Coperas -makers 

Dry  Salter 

Fatt-maker 

FuUen  Mill-maker 

Founder  for  Preft  Plates 

Fullers  Earth   Diggers 
and  Sellers  of  it 

Glue-makers 

Glazier 

Husband  for  Ships 

Hurdlemaker  tor  Sheep- 
folds 

Hat  Block-m^ker 

Indico-m^kci^ 

Engiiic-Loom-jpaakers 

Knitting-needle-maker 

Logwood  Cij^ter^  £^c. 

Lighter  Man 

Logwood  Grinder  and 
dye  Stuff,  G^c. 

Lime  Burners 

Lime-makers 

Loom-makers 

Malfter  for  Ship  Beer 

Mole-maker  for  Nar- 
row Weavers 

Oilmakers  of  Rape,  S^c. 

Pewter  Kettle-maker, 
for  Scarlet  Dyers 

Pack  Needle-maker 


Porters 

Plufli  Wire-maker 

Potafli-makers 

Paper-maker 

Pump-maker 

Parfon  for  Tith  Vfool 

Prelfing  board  Paper- 
maker 

Packthread-maker     ^ 

Plumber 

Ribbon-maker  for  Tit- 
lets,  '^c.  . 

Real-maker, 

Reed-maker  with  Steel 

Ragg  Gatherer 

Sheer-maker 

Spindle-maker 

Shuttle-maker 

Screw  and  Nut-maker 

Soap  Boiler 

Stocking  Leg-maker 

Ship  Wright 

Stocking  Frame-maker 

Scale  and  Beam-malcer 

Super  Cargoes 

Truet-maker 

Tillett-maker 

Turner  of  Bobbins,  S^c, 

Warping  Mill-maker 

Watermen 

Wire  Drawer 

Wheels 
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Wheel-makers  for  Spin-   Woade-makers  for  Dy-  Ware-makers  for  Dyers 

ners  ers  Warehoufe-mea  for 

Wool  Comb-makers       Warehoufe-keepers  Cloth,  ^c. 

The  Reafon  that  I  have  named  fo  many  kinds  of  Weavers,  is  to 
iliew  fome  of  the  various  forts  of  Weaving,  and  the  Ditference  there 
is  between  them ;  and  altho'  a  Man  may  be  brought  up  to  one  of  thofe 
Branches  of  Weaving,  yet  he  cannot  turn  his  Hand  to  another,  no 
more  than  a  Carpenter  can  to  the  Bufmefs  of  a  Joiner,  or  of  any  other 
Trade  ;  I  have  named  only  thofe  which. differ  moil  the  one  from  the 
other. 

But  there  is  Six  Times  more  different  forts  of  Stuffs,  Stockings, 
Cloth,  ®c.  made,  then  I  have  named  Weavers,  as  you  may  fee  by  the 
Lifts  of  Stuffs,  &c,  that  we  do  now  make ;  the  above  Artificers  and 
Handicrafts,  ^c.  have  an  immediate  Dependance  one  upon  anotlier, 
and  are  fo  clolely  united  each  to  the  other,  that  one  cannot  do  with- 
out the  other,  in  the  carrying  on  the  Manuiaduring  of  Sheeps  Wool. 

And  here  I  beg  leave  to  take  Notice,  that  tins  valuable  Creature, 
that  bears  or  grows  this  Wool,  hath  feveral  other  peculiar  Qualifications 
which  belong  to  them,  and  are  very  ufetul  to  Mankind,  as  the  Fleih, 
Hide,  Guts,  S?c.  on  which  I  might  enlarge  and  iliew  the  Advantage 
it  is  to  Man ;  but  what  I  would  more  particularly  take  Notice  of,  is 
the  Horn  that  groves  upon  the  Head  of  this  fine  Creature,  which  is 
extraordinary  Valuable,  it  being  the  only  Horn  in  all  the  known  World 
to  help  to  make  up  to  the  greatell:  Penedton  that  ufeful  Inftrument 
calld  a  Wool-Comb,  which  is  uied  to  drefs  or  comb  the  Wool  they 
bear  on  their  Backs;  this  Inftrument  is  obhg'd  to  be  heated  or  warmed 
over  a  ftrong  Charcoal  Fire,  an:l  notwithftanding  it  being  conftantly 
ufed,  neither  Cracks  nor  Shrinks  from  the  Wood  it  is  fix  d  to,  but 
will  laft  many  Years  :  It  hath  been  obferved  that  a  Pair  of  thofe  Wool- 
Combs  liave  lafted  Ten  Years,  and  fome  lay  more,  when  all  otl:ker 
Horns  will  Shrink  or  Crack  in  a  Ihort  Time:  But  as  Providence  hath 
given  to  the  Sheep  of  thefe  Iftands,  Ibme  Excellencies  more  than  the 

fame 
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fame  Creatures  has  In  other  Nations,  fuch  as  the  Length,  Flnenefs  and 
Strength  of  their  Wool,  and  peculiar  Goodnefs  of  their  Horns. 
I  H  9  w  ought  we  to  prize  and  value  the  Blefling,  and  take  care  and 
I  prefcrve  the  whole  and  fole  Manuiadturing  them  for  ourfelves ;  but 
I  if  we  fuffer  thefe  to  be  loft,  and  our  Rivals  to  become  Mafters  of  them 
i  all  the  above  Trades,  Handicralts,  Manufactures,  Callings  and  Bufmefs, 
f  will  and  muft  fuffer. 

\      And  as  thole  Handicrafts,  ^c.  are  moft  of  them  Tenants  to  Gen- 
l:  tlemen  who  have  Eftates,  be  lefs  able  to  pay  their  Landlords  their 
,   Rents,  for  fo  many  will  be  ftarving  for  want  of  Bufmefs,  that  thofe 
I  few  who  have  Employment  will  be  taxd,  to  help  Feed  and  Cloath 
thofe  that  want  Employment ;  which  will  at  laft  Saddle  the  Back  of 
the  Landlords :  This  demonftrates,  that  the  Landlords  muft  be  the  chief 
Sufferers  at  laft,  by  the  Decay  of  fo  valuable  a  Branch  of  Trade  as  the 
whole  Woollen  Manufadury;  and  therefore  ought  to  be  the  Firft,  to 
lay  their  Help  to  endeavour  to  ftop  this  vile  Practice  of  Owling  of  our 
Wool  from  Great-Brttam  and  Ireland^  before  it  be  too  late ;  as  on  the 
contrary,  when  this  Branch  of  our  Commerce  flouriflieth,   all  other 
Trades  flourifli  alfo ;  whereby  the  Landlords  have  their  Rents  well  and^ 
duly  paid,  and  be  great  Gainers  by  the  Rife  of  the  Rents,  and  the  Va- 
lue o^f  Lands. 

Secondly <^  For  by  Trading  to  fome  Countries  with  our  Woollen  Ma- 
nufactories, we  bring  Home  in  Exchange  for  them,  feveral  forts  of  va- 
luable Things,  which  we  want  for  our  own  Ufe  and  Confumption,  and 
o-ain  a  great  Ballance  thereby,  which  is  paid  to  us  in  Ready  Specie. 

But  by  tlie  Lofs  of  Exporting  our  Woollen  GoodSj  we  ihall  be  o- 
bligd  to  purchafe  thofe  Commodities  with  Ready- Money ;  which  is  al- 
ready our  Cafe  with  France^  for  we  pay  the  French  all  Ready- Money 
for  their  Wines,  Brandy,  Cambricks,  Hollands^  Threads,  ^c.  to  the 
Amount  of  600,000/.  a  Year  and  upwards;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
j]  to  be  made,  but  the  Flemings  have  Money  paid  on  the  Ballance  Yearly 
^i  for  tlieir  Linnens,  Lace,  Tickings,  Threads,  Cambricks,  6?c\  fince 
j i'  that  time  as  they  have  let  up  fo  many  Looms  to  make  Stuffs,  Stock« 
\    in^s,  ^c*.  by  the  Help  of  our  Wool ;  as  I  ihall  plainly  make  appear 
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w^hen  I  come  to  fliew  the  many  Towns  that  they  have  within  a  few 
Years  fet  up  the  Woollen  Manufadories  at. 

Thirdly^  If  when  our  Woollen  Manuiactoring  Trade  is  ruined,  we 
fliould  take  from  other  Nations  no  more  Commodities  to  be  commers 
ced  with,  or  Materials  to  be  wrought  up  into  Manufactories  for  our 
Home  Confumption  and  to  re-export,  than  what  we  could  purchafc 
with  our  own  unwrought  Wool,  or  other  Native  Produce,  and  what 
we  Import  from  our  own  Plantations;  it  is  evident  that  our  Duties  of 
Imports  muft  prove  Deficient,  and  our  Traffick  decay.  But  if  we 
fliould  ftiU  Import  as  great  a  Quantity  of  Commodities  or  Materials,  as 
when  we  commerced  with  our  Woollen  Manufadlories  at  Foreign  Mar- 
kets, is  is  undeniable,  that  we  muft  purchafe  with  our  Money  (o  much, 
and  fo  many,  of  thofe  Commodities  and  Materials  as  we  took  before, 
when  we  barter'd  for  thofe  Goods ;  therefore  if  we  fliould  Trade  upon 
this  Foot,  With  all  the  Nations  in  Euroj^e ;  the  Confequence  will  be, 
that  we  fooa  fliall  be  beggars,  and  that  we  muft  fo  Trade  with  other 
Countries,  is  very  plain,  becaufe  they  would  not  take  ofFlirom  our  Hands 
more  of  our  re-exported  Commodities  and  Materials,  than  they  ufed  to 
do :  And  therefore  we  could  not,  in  the  room  of  luch  Commodities, 
^c.  purchafe  from  them  more  Goods  than  at  prefent ;  therefore  we 
fliould  carry  on  Yearly,  a  great  Trade,  but  daily  grow  poorer  and 
poorer,  and  we  Trade  pretty  near  upon  this  Footing  with  the  French 
already ;  for  the  French  will  not  take  any  forts  of  Manufadories  from 
us,  but  thofe  Goods  that  they  do  vouchfate  to  take  irom  us,  are  fuch 
as  are  capable  of  being  manutac3:ored,  or  fuch  as  they  cannot  conve- 
niently be  without;  which  are.  Leaf  Tobacco,  Leather,  Beef,  Butter, 
and  Raw  Hides,  the  three  laft  forts  of  Goods,  goes  from  Ireland 
moftly ;  and  very  often  they  have  fome  Wool  in  the  lame  Veflel  that 
carries  the  Butter,  Beef,  and  Raw  Hides  to  I  ranee.  I  have  myfelf 
feen  Wool  landed  at  Dunkirk  out  of  one  of  thole  ^hips. 

I  H  A  V  e  fliewn,  in  as  plain  a  manner  as  I  am  capable ;  and,  I  think, 
made  appear  the  Advantage  we  have  above  all  Nacions  in  Europe  by 
our  Wool,  particularly  our  Deep  Combing  Wool ;  alfo  have  ihew'd 
tlie  Difadvaiitage  it  is  to  Great-Brttam  in  general,  to  Have  our  Wool 
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Owled  abroad ;  and  how  it  would  afFed  all  Sorts  and  Degrees  of  Per- 
fons,  from  the  King  to  the  meaneit  Peaiant. 

.  I  Sh  A  L  L  now  proceed  to  give  an  Account,  in  as  impartial  a  Man- 
pier  as  pofiible  I  am  capable,  ui  u  hac  Parrs  of  France^  Flanders  and 
I  yf Holland^  &c.  the  Woollen  ManUiadories  are  earned  on,  by  the  help 
Mof  the  Wool  oiGreat'Brtta'm  ana  Ireland^  lliewmg  the  different  forts 
\  of  Goods  that  are  now  made  at  each  Place,  and  wnat  Priviledges  are 
I   given  to  the  Woollen  Fabncks  in  thole  Countries. 

.  Also  \vhat  Prohibitions  and  Reflrict.ons  are  kid  upon  the  Brttijh 
Woollen  Goods  that  are  Exported  abroad,  m  order  to  encourage  their 
own,  and  drive,  if  poffible,  our  Woollen  Manuiadories  out  of  thofe 
Parts. 

I  S  H  A  L  L  begin  with  jdbbaville  in  Ticardy^  in  France^  and  fo  pro- 
ceed into  Artois^  French^  Sfanijh  and  Brabants^  Flanders^  Ltegeots^ 
^eland^  Holland^  &c.  and  lliall  Ihew  my  Countrymen  how  the  Manu- 
factories at  each  Place  are  upheld  and  lupported  by  the  help  of  our 
Wool. 

t  Ahbamlle  is  a  large  old  Town  in  Ticardy^  in  France^  about  90 
^4iles  from  Calis^  vJh^Yt  Lewis  the  XlVth  firft  encouraged  the  making 
of  fine  Broad  Cloth  ;  this  he  did  by  advancing  40,000  Livers  to  one 
Mynheer  Van  Rob'ts^  a  Hollander ;  the  King  gave  him  alfo  a  fine  Houfe 
to  live  and  drive  his  Trade  in,  and  granted  him  a  Patent  lor  the  whole 
and  fole  making  of  Superfine  Broad  Cloth  in  that  Part  of  France ;  and 
as  Mynheer  Van  Robis  was  a  Trotejiant^  as  a  further  Encouragement, 
the  King  granted  him  a  Patent  renewable  every  20  Years  for  the  free 
Ufe  and  Exercife  of  the  Trotejiant  Religion^  for  Himfelf  and  Family ; 
and  all  the  People  that  did  then,  or  lliould  hereafter  worjc  in  any  Branch 
of  the  Woollen  Fabricks  in  this  Town  of  Abbaville^  iSc.  alfo,  that  if 
any  Woman  that  was  a  Roman  Catholkk^  fiiould  have  a  mind  to  marry 
a  Protejlant  that  belonged  to  this  Manufadory,  flie  fliould  be  at  her 
own  difpofing,  and  the  Prieft  fliould  in  no  ways  moled  her  in  her 
Marriage,  as  to  Points  of  Religion,  if  flie  hath  a  mind  to  xyxxv^Trote- 
ft  ant »  And  as  a  further  Proot  of  the  Sincerity  and  Affedion  that  the 
King  had  to  encourage  this  (ame  Manufactory,  he  wore  lome  of  the 
^  firft 
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'firft  Cloth  that  was  made  hnnfelf,  and  ordered  all  the  Court  to  do  the 
fame:  All  thofe  Priviledges  are  kept  up,  and  punctually  obferved  to 
this  Day,  and  the  Factory  is  now  carried  on  by  Three  Partners,  that 
are  Nephews  to  old  ^an  Robis^  who  firft  begun  the  Factory,  and  are 
of  the  (ame  Name  as  their  Uncle  ;  they  all  keep  their  Coaches,  ^s 
and  live  in  a  very  grand  Manner  at  this  Fadory;  there  is  nothing  but 
fuperfine  Broad  Cloth  made,  and  they  ufe  no  Wool  but  Sj?anijh  m  it. 
The  Place  the  Fadory  is  carried  on  in,  is  a  large  fine  Place  walled  in, 
and  lieth  clofe  by  a  Navigable  River,  which  is  not  above  lo  Miles  from 
St.  Valory^  a  fmall  Sea  Port  Town  in  this  Place :  They  carry  on  all 
the  Branches  of  the  Clothing  Trade,  except  the  Fulling  of  the  Clothy 
and  the  Sfmntng  of  the  Wool.  There  are  io8  Broad  Looms,  and  a- 
bout  600  Men,  Women,  and  Children  employ'd  upon  the  Spot,  in  pick- 
ing of  Wool,  Winding,  Warping,  Weaving,  Shearing,  Rowing,  Dying, 
Burling,  Scribbling,  Fine-Drawmg,  PreHing,  Packing,  ®c.  T  hofe  600 
Perfbns  are  governed  in  good  order :  They  all  come  to  work,  and  leave 
work,  at  the  Beating  of  a  Drum:  There  is  alfo  two  Porters,  or  Beadles 
at  the  Gate  of  the  Entrance  into  the  Place,  wdiere  the  Work-Shops  are ; 
and  if  a  Stranger  comes  to  lee  the  different  Offices  and  Work-Shops, 
one  of  thofe  Porters  goes  along  with  them,  and  fliews  them  all  the 
Apartments  that  belongs  to  this  fine  Manutadtory,  and  dare  not  ask 
for  Money,  as  the  Cultom  is  in  England^  amongft  thofe  Trades :  And 
if  any  of  the  Workm.en  get  drunk,  or  commit  any  Offence,  he  is  fu- 
fpended  his  Work  by  the  Foreman  of  the  Branch  he  belongs  to,  during 
the  Pleafure  of  the  Foreman,  not  exceeding  a  Month's  time:  For  every 
Branch  of  Bufinels  hath  different  Foremen,  and  they  do  ad:,  in  all  re- 
fpedts,  as  the  real  Mafter  and  Owner  of  the  Goods. 

One  Cole^  that  went  from  London^  was  the  firft  Man  that  taught 
them  to  dye  proper  Colours  to  make  Mixtures  of  Wool,  as  we  do  in 
England^  to  make  into  Cloth  ;  this  Cloth  hath  met  with  fuch  Encou- 
ragement, that  it  hath  inriched  the  Van  Robiis  Famdy,  that  upon 
Publick  Days  they  appear  in  their  Coach  and  Six  Horfes,  and  Six 
Footmen  behind  the  Coach,  as  Grand  as  any  Peers  in  France  ;  they 
have  Entertain'd  many  of  the  Nobihty  and  Gentlemen  of  England  at 

D  z  their 

1 


nry 


'their  Table,  as  they  pafled  by,  it  being  in  the  Road  to  Taris^  from 
Calis ;  this  being  the  grearell  Faunck  o\  thcs  kind  in  Lurope,  leads 
1^;  every  curious  Traveller  chacpailech  t\\vou^\\  Abb av tile ^  to  caij  and  lee 
[  Jt:  I  have  been  the  more  large  m  tlie  Relation  oi  thiS  Fa^rxk  lor 
I  j/'WO  Reafons : 

\^       Firfi^    It   being  the  greateft  I  ever  faw  in  aU  my  Travels,  and  is 
?   governed   m  fo  curious  a  Manner,    nocwithuanding   the  Largenels 

I       Secondly^  To  fliew  my  Countrymen,  thnt  there  is  none  but  S^antjh 

\  Wool  ufed  in  this  Fabrick,  becauie  I  know  that  fome  Gentlemen  who 

,   have  been  at  this  Fabrick,  have  aflerted,  That  the  Cloth  made  there, 

is  mix'd   with  Englilh  or  Irijh  Wool^  and  ^this   harh  pals'd  currant  in 

];  England iov  a  Fad::  But  as  I  have  oiten  been  there,  and  converfed 

with  the  Foremen,  I  am  convinced  to  the  contrary;  and  I  am  or  the 

Opinion,  it  is  for  want  of  knowing  the  Difference  between  Spanijh  and 

EnglifJo^  and  Irifh  Wool,  that  lome  Perfons  have  aflerted,  That  there 

,\  is  Wool  from  Great-Britain^  &c.  ufed  in  making  or  thofe  fine  thin 

\  Cloths  which  are  made  in  this  Houfe. 

But  tho'  there  is  none  of  our  ^^^/ufed  in  this  Fabrick,  there  is  too  much 

ufed  in  the  Town  oiAbbaville :  For  this  Fabrick  being  cro  wn'd  with  fuch 

great  Succefs,  led  other  People  to  tall  into  the  way  of  making  other  di  lerent 

lorts  of  Woollen  Goods.  Some  of  VanRobissM^n  fell  to  making  feveral 

,  forts  of  Stuffs,  as  Paragons,  Serge  Royal,  Druggets,  Slialloons,  Cloth 

Serge,  ^c.  thole  Goods  are  chieHy  made  of  Englijh  or  Irifh  Wool.     I 

believe  there  is  above  ioqo  Looms  going  in  this  Town  on  Paragons, 

befides  a  great  many  more  are  employed  in  the  making  of  Druggets, 

Serge,  Cloth  Serge,  ^c.  Thofe  Goods  are  chiefly  lent  to  Spaiu^  "Par- 

'  tugal  and  Italy^  and  are  fold  for  Englifh  Goods.     I  have  been  told  by 

i'l  a  Manufacturer  of  this  Tow  n,  that  he  hath  known  an  Englijh  Ship 

Ee  in  St.  Valery  Road,  while  they  have  fent  a  Boat  up  to  Abba^viJle^ 

which  is  near  4  Leagues,  to  fetch  down  Bales  of  Woollen  Manulacfto- 

j  ries,  and  have  fliipp'd  them  on  board  the  Englijh  Veflel,  and  carried 

^  them  to  Foreign  Markets,  for  Englifh  Goods ;  the  Bales  being  mark'd 

!'  and  number'd,  as  if  they  M^as  markd  in  England^  are  fold  amongft  our 
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^ngl'fjh  Goods :  If  I  am  not  much  miftaken,  we  are  very  much  obliged 
to  our  £^/^///?7  Merchants,  to  Luy  French  Goods  to  cairy  to  die  fo- 
reign Markets,  while  our  own  Goods  1  e  upon  our  Hands!  liut  it  I  had 
the  Favour  to  know  one  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  and  ihould  ask  them  the 
Reafon  that  they  buy  French  Goods,  and  ihlp  them  with  our  Goods 
to  be  carried  to  Foreign  Markets?  I  know  that  they  will  give  lOr  An- 
fwer,  That  they  can  buy  Paragons,  Druggets,  ^c.  cheaper  at  Abba- 
mlle^  than  in  England^  which  1  know  to  be  true.  And  the  reaion  that 
Goods  are  to  be  bought  cheaper  in  France  than  in  England^  is,  becaule 
the  Labour  is  above  one  Third  cheaper  there^  than  in  England^  where 
th'.  lame  (orts  of  Goods  are  made;  for  there  the  poor  People  work  hard, 
and  tare  hard,  as  to  their  Food  and  Cloathing.  There  is  another 
pretty  large  Manuiadlory  carry'd  on  in  this  Town  by  Four  Partners, 
two  Dutch ^  and  two  Frenchmen  \  the  Dutchmens  Names  are  Sch alone ^ 
whole  Father  was  Van  Robes  s  firft  Foreman,  when  he  fet  up  this  fine 
Fabnck,  that  I  have  gave  Ibme  account  of,  which,  was  fet  up  in  Lewis 
the  XlVth's  Time;  the  old  Gentleman,  was  alive  in  1732,  wheal  had 
a  great  deal  of  Difcourfe  with  lixm :  And  I  remember  one  Day,  as  I 
was  talking  with  him,  the  Tarts  Gaz>ette  was  brought  in,  and  read 
to  the  old  Man,  and  there  was  a  Paragraph  in  it.  That  tlie  Manufac- 
turers of  Great  Britain  had  apply'd  to  Parliament,  to  get  an  Ad:  to 
ftop  the  Running  of  Wool  to  France^  &c.  Upon  the  old  Man's  hear- 
ing of  that  read,  faid,  1  hat  he  had  remember'd  that  there  had  been 
Petitions  of  than  Kind,  for  more  than  Fifty  Years ;  and  (aid.  Let  them 
Petition,  and  make  what  Laws  they  will  in  England^  if  we  can 
find  French  Gold,  I  am  fure  we  fliall  have  Englijlo  and  Irijh  Woo] 
enough. 

A  N  D  it  is  my  Opinion,  that  thofe  Merchants  that  buy  thofe  Goods 
at  Abbaville^  and  lend  them  to  the  Foreign  Markets  with  our  Woollen 
Goods^  would  not  Itop  at  fendmg  them  our  Wool^  if  it  lay  in  their 
Power,  if  tiiey  do  not  do  it  at  this  Time  ;  however,  that  I  mud  leave 
to  themfelves.  This  Fabrick  of  the  Schalonees  is  carried  on  with  good 
Succefs ;  the  forts  of  Goods  that  they  make,  are  Serge  Royals,  Drug- 
gets,  and  lome  lew  Shalloons  and  Cloth  Serge ;  theie  Goods  are  made 
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,mofHy  with  Irfjh  and  Engltjh  Wool :  They  have  feveral  Work-Shops 
in  the  Town ;  they  carried  me  to  one  of  the  Comb-Shops,  where  there 
were  7  or  8  Men  at  work  upon  all  Englijh  or  InjJo  Wool^  I  comb'd  a 
Combiul  of  it  myfelf :  They  alfo  iliew  d  me  their  Stock  of  Wool^  Tarn^ 
.IVorjled^  and  Goods  wrought  up,  which  was  very  large ;  I  believe 
there  was  at  lead  Ten  Thoufand  Pound  Stock,  wrought  and  un  wrought; 
I  brougiit  feveral  of  their  Patterns  aw^ay  with  me,  fome  Serge  and 
and  fome  Druggets ;  the  Serge  is  the  fineft  I  ever  faw  :  I  lliew'd  them 
to  fome  of  the  beft  Judges  of  Serge  in  England^  who  declared  that 
they  had  never  feen  any  like  them,  lor  Finenefs  and  lor  Beauty,  made 
in  England,  I  told  you  betore,  that  Van  Rohis  had  a  Patent  for  the 
fole  making  of  Suprfine  Broad  Cloth^  with  other  Advantages  be- 
fides  ;  one  of  which  was,  That  no  Terfon  in  that  Tlace  frail  ufe^  or 
ocaipy  any  Fiilltng-Mill^  that  goeth  either  by  Wind  or  Water,  So  that 
when  this  Fadory  was  fet  up  by  the  Sshalonees^  they  were  obliged  to 
have  a  Mill  to  go  with  Horfes,  which  they  call  a  Gigg-Mill^  and  is 
one  of  the  beft  Contrivances  that  ever  I  faw  tor  that  Purpofe,  tor  it 
fulls  the  Goods  to  Perledion. 

When  I  was  at  Abbaville  lafl,  which  was  a  little  above  fix  Months 
ago,  I  found  that  thefe  Four  Partners  had  advanced  their  Trade  ;  and 
Mx. Daniel  Shalone  told  me.  That  they  had  Goods  then  in  Italy  and  Mef-^ 
Jina^  but  was  obliged  to  take  off  the  Town  Mark  before  they  fent  them 
abroad,  and  fo  ihip  them  on  board  fome  Engl/fr  Veflel ;  this  he  faid 
they  did,  becaufe  there  was  a  large  Duty  on  French  Woollen  Goods  in 
thofe  Parts  ;  but  that  they  had  applied  to  the  Cardinal  De  Fleury  to 
get  that  taken  off,  which  he  promifed  that  he  would,  and  in  a  fliort  Time 
procure  them  the  Liberty  of  fending  the  French  Woollen  Goods  to 
Italy^  &c.  Duty-free  ;  for  that  there  is  now  a  large  Duty  on  the 
French  Woollen  Mamifa^ory^  even  almoft  to  a  Trohtbition ;  and  that 
they  could  not  fend  any  Goods  thither,  but  under  the  Notion  of  Eng- 
lifr  Manufactories  :  But  the  Englifr  being  kind  Neighbours,  do  the 
French  that  Piece  of  Service,  to  carry  their  Goods  for  them  to  other 
Markets^  where  the  French  cannot  go  themselves  :  Thefe  are  7/'//^ 
Britons  to  be  fure,  and  have  a  great  Value  for  their  Native  Country  I 
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At  the  fame  time,  I  was  at  another  Merchant's  Houfe,  where 
they  were  all  hands  at  Work,  in  packing  Woollen  Manuiadories  to  be 
fliip'd  on  board  an  Englijh  Ship  that  they  expeded  every  Day  to  come 
into  St.  Valery  Road ;  this  the  Matter  told  me,  and  I  law  the  -Goods 
they  were  a  packing :  There  were  a  great  many  Bales,  and  were 
mark'd  with  Englijh  Marks  and  Numbers.  I  alfo  faw  fome  IriJIo  Wor- 
fted  at  Mr.  Schaloiies^  that  they  had  got  to  make  Shalloons  with ;  I 
brought  two  Skeins  of  it  away  along  w  ith  me.  The  Price  of  EngliJJo 
and  Irifi  Combing  Wool,  was  about  Ten  Pence  Englijli  Money,  a 
Pound ;  and  fome  that  was  deep  and  a  long  fine  Staple,  was  Ten  Pence 
Halipenny  fer  Pound.  Of  late  Years  they  have  got  the  Way  of  ma- 
king good  Hofe  at  this  Town  in  Frames,  which  they  chiefly  confume 
amongft  themlelves :  I  do  not  doubt  but  in  a  Ihort  Time,  this  Branch 
of  the  ManuiacSory  will  find  the  Way  to  Foreign  Markets,  along  With 
the  other  Goods,  it  they  continue  to  have  our  W'ool :  As  to  the  Method 
they  have  in  mixing  and  managing  oF  ottr  JVool  with  their  own  Wool^ 
is  as  follows :  In  the  fined  Ser^e  ijruggets,  Kc.  they  put  tione  of  their 
own  Country  Wool\  but  in  the  fecond  fort  ot  Goods,  they  mix  one 
Third  of  theirs^  with  two  Thirds  of  ours-,  and  fo  m  Proportion,  as 
they  wou'd  have  their  Goods  coarfer,  or  finer;  for  in  fome  Goods 
they  mix  two  thirds  of  their  own^  with  a  third  of  our  Wool ;  for 
with  their  own  Wool  alone ^  they  can  only  make  coarfe  Cloth,  Cloth 
Serge,  Hatts,  Hofe,  ®c.  for  the  poor  People  of  their  own  Country. 

I  w  A  s  told  by  a  Manufacturer  of  this  Town,  that  he  had  received 
Advice,  That  there  was  forty  or  fifty  Thoufand  Weight  of  viy  Country 
Wool  landed  at  Nants^  and  that  he  was  to  have  Part  of  it.  And  as  near 
as  I  could  learn,  there  are  about  300  V/ool-Combers  in  this  Town,  and  a 
great  deal  of  the  Wool  combed  here,  is  lent  to  Amiens^  to  be  (pun  into- 
Imall  Yarn  or  Worfted  ;  it  being  the  beft  Place  in  this  Country  lor 
fine  good  Spinning, 

Amiens  is  in  Ticardy^  and  is  a  large  City,  about  10  Leagues  from 
Abbaville  ;  at  this  Place  is  made  a  great  many  forts  Oi  Silk  and  Wor- 
fled  Stuffs,  in  Imitation  oi  Norwich  Crapes,  Bombazines,  Spaniili  Pop- 
lins; and  feveral  forts  of  flower'd,  fpotted,  ftript  and  plam  Stuffs,  mix'ci 
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With  Silk  and  Worfted,  ^c.  which  are  the  principal  forts  of  Goods 
that  are  made  in  this  City  ;  thofe  Goods  are  generally  m.x'd  with  our 
Wool^  and  their  own  Wool  together  :  But  the  tineft  fort  is  made  of  all 
either  EngltfJo  or  Irijh  Wool^  mix'd  with  Silk,  Mohair,  ISc,  They  al- 
fo  comb  our  Wool  alone  in  this  City,  and  have  it  fpun  into  Worfted 
Yarn,  ^c\  and  fend  it  to  Tour  nay  ^  Bruffels^  and  other  Places,  with  which 
is  made  the  fineft  of  Tapeftnes  and  Silk  Stufls.  They  have  in  this 
Town  fome  Thoufands  of  Lombs  employ  d  in  making  the  feveral  forts 
of  Silk  and  Worfted  Stuffs ;  and  when  drefs  d  and  finiilf  d,  they  are 
all  fcnt  over  to  France^  Flanders  and  Holland ;  and  fome  or  them  are 
fcnt  to  6J>^//^,  Tortiigal^  &c.  As  to  Labour,  it  is  auove  one  Third 
cheaper  in  this  Town,  than  it  is  in  Norwich^  London^  &c.  where  the 
fame  Sortment  ox  Goods  is  made  ;  they  make  their  Goods  lull  i3readths, 
let  them  be  Halt-Yard,  Hali-EU,  Three  Quarters,  or  Yard-Wide  :  And 
alfo  make  them  thicker  than  we  do  in  England^  which  makes  them  in 
greater  Efteem  in  the  Low  Countries^  &c.  than  the  hnglijh  Goods ; 
w4iich  makes  this  Manurad:ory  daily  increaie. 

A  T  Mondidire  in  Ticardy^  about  8  Leagues  from  Amiens^  within 

thefe  Two  Tears^  there  is  a  FacSory  fet  up  by  Monfieur  Chavilian^  the 

Intendant  of  Ticardy.    In  this  FacStory  they  make  Shaloons  and  Cloth 

Serge  :    This  being  a  new  Fabrick,  I  Ihall  not  enlarge  upon  it  ;  only 

obferve,  that  as  the  Trade  of  the  Woollen  Manufactory  increafeth  at  one 

Place,  they  extend  it  to  another,  by  giving  Encouragement  to  thofe 

ii  that  will  engage  in  it.     I  know  an  Englifhman  that  was  offered  40,000 

il  Livres,as  a  Stock  to  carry  on  the  Trade  at  this  Place,  by  the  Perfonthat 

Ijhad  the  Management  of  thofe  Affairs,  befides  all  the  Priviledges  that 

l'' the  Woollen  Manufa£furers  enjoy  at  Abav'tlle.     By  this  you  may  fee, 

!;,how  zealous  the  French  are  to  promote  and  fupport  the  carrying  on 

ll  thefe  new  Woollen  Fabr'tcks  in  their  own  Country,  when  at  the  lame 

iiltimethey  cannot  carry  on  thofe  old  ones,  if  they  were  not  turniflied  with 

%lrifo  and  Englifb  Wool :  For  the  Wool  of  this  Part  ot  France^  is  fit  only 

|to   make  coarie   Cloth,  Cloth   Serge,    Druggets,    Hole,  Hatts,   &c. 

! 'which  will  ferve  for  the  poor  Peafancs  :  But  now  they  have  our  Wool^ 

make  Goods  fit  for  a  Prince's  Palace.    AbbavUle^  Amiens  and 
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Mondidire^  being  the  principal  Towns  in  France^  where  the  WooUe7i 
MamijaBory  tor  Stuffs,  Stockings,   ^c,  are  carried  on. 

I  w  I  L  L  now  proceed  in  my  Journey  through  Flanders^  &c.  I  fliall 
begin  at  St.  Omer,  St.  Qmer  is  a  large  Town,  Twenty  Miles  from 
Dunkirk^  and  about  the  fame  Diftance  from  Calts^  and  is  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Artots.  At  this  Place  there  is  a  Manufactory  of  Cloth,  Drug- 
gets, Duroys,  Sagathies,  Shalloons  and  Stockings ;  the  Cloth  Fadtory 
is  carried  on  by  the  Town  Stock,  and  is  increas'd  within  7  Years, 
double  to  what  it  was  before.  The  Matter  of  this  Fadtory's  Name  is 
Mr.  Rohiarey  who  lately  bought  a  large  Parcel  of  Injh  Wool  of  one 
Mr.  Obrien^  an  Injhman  that  was  landed  at  Dunkirk ;  one  of  his 
Weavers,  an  Irtjhman^  whofe  Name  is  Richard  Dally^  gave  me  an 
account  of  the  fame.  There  are  in  this  Town  35-0  Looms  employed 
in  tlie  making  feveral  forts  of  thefe  Goods,  befides  a  great  many  Stock- 
ing-Frames ;  they  make  their  Hofe  very  good,  fome  are  made  of  all 
our  Wooly  and  fome  are  mix'd  with  about  half  their  own  Wool  and  half 
Gur  Wool ;  they  fell  thofe  by  the  Name  of  Englijh  Hofe.  In  the  Year 
173  y,  I  was  at  Newport  in  Flanders ^  and  an  Englijh  Gentleman  want- 
ing a  Pair  or  Hole,  got  me  to  go  along  with  him  to  a  Shop  to  buy 
them ;  and  when  we  came  into  the  Shop,  they  perceiv'd  that  we  were 
Englii^omen ;  and  lo  fliew'd  us  fome  Englijh  Hole,  as  they  call'd  them. 
I  knowing  uy  the  Make  of  them,  that  they  were  not  made  in  Englady 
caufed  me  co  ask.  Where  thofe  Hofe  were  made?  To  which  the  Shop- 
keeper reply  d,  That  they  were  made  at  St.  Omer^  and  that  he  would 
afliire  me,  that  they  were  made  of  all  EnglijJo  Wool-^  they  were  good 
Hofe,  but  were  made  heavier  than  we  generally  make  them  in  En- 
gland: But  the  Clocks  not  quite  fo  cunous,  as  fome  of  ours  are. 

At  St.  Omer-y  in  the  making  of  their  Duroys,  Srgathies,  Druggets 
and  Serges,  they  mix  about  one  Third  or  our  Wool^  and  two  Thirds 
ot  their  own  Wool^  and  make  their  Goods  much  flronger  and  heavier, 
than  we  do  our  Goods  ot  the  fame  kind  in  Engi^and;  which  makes  them 
much  eflcem'd  in  that  Country. 

In  making  their  Broad  Cloth,  they  make  thetn  fine,  m'ddhng  and 
coarfe,  the  fine  Cloth  is  made  all  oi  Sfanijlj  Wool;  the  fecond  is  about 
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hpjf  EngliJJj  and  half  their  own  Country  V/ool\  and  the  coarfe  Is  made 
oi  all  their  ov;n  Wool-,  w hich  lail  lort  is  wore  i;y  the  Poor  oi  the  Nciga- 
bourhood.  Provifion  is  very  clicap  at  this  Tow  n,  and  Labour  cheap 
in  Proportion.  Wages  is  much  the  fame  Price  here,  as  at  Ahbav'tUe 
if  any  things  it  is  a  httle  cheaper  in  the  Spinning:  They  take  the  fame 
Methods  to  keep  Labour  low,  ©V.  as  they  do  at  Lijle,  I  was  in  the 
Factory  which  is  carried  on  by  the  Tow  n  Stock :  It  is  in  a  large  Houfe, 
built  ibr  that  Purpofe  ;  there  I  faw  Richard  Dally,  an  Irtjhman,  a 
weaving  of  Broad  Cloth,  and  had  a  Boy  that  was  Apprentice  to  him, 
that  worked  with  him  in  the  fame  Loom :  Tliis  the  Magiflrates  do  al- 
low to  the  Journeymen,  to  encourage  and  prom.ote  the  Encreafe  of 
tlie  Manufadurers. 

The  next  Places  to  St.  Omer^  w  here  the  WooUen  Manufactory  is 
carried  on,  is  at  St.  Taul  and  Fruge^  which  are  about  zo  Miles  from 
St.  Omer^  in  the  Province  of  Artois :  Tliofe  two  Towns  lie  near  one 
another,  and  are  about  7  or  8  Miles  on  the  right  Hand  as  we  pafs  from 
St.  Omer  to  Ayer^  Bethtme^  &c.  and  fo  to  Lifpc,  But  as  thofe  Peo- 
ple of  Fruge  and  St,  Taul  are  principally  employ 'd  by  the  Merchants 
of  L'fjle^  in  Combing,  Spinning,  Dubblmg  and  Twilling  of  Worfted, 
and  m  making  it  fit  for  the  Weaver  and  the  Stocking-maker,  I  lliall 
fay  no  more  about  them  here ;  but  proceed  to  Lijle. 

Lijle  is  a  large  v^ell  fortifiy'd  Town  in  French  Flanders-^  and  is  at 
tiiis  time  in  the  Hands  of  the  French  King.  At  this  Town  they  make 
fome  Broad  and  Narrow  Cloth,  and  a  few  Druggets :  But  the  principal 
AlTortments  of  Goods  that  are  made  here,  are  divers  forts  of  Stuffs  and 
Stockings,  of  which  they  make  large  Quantities.  There  are  near  1000 
Looms  employ 'd  in  making  of  Camblets,  fome  EngliJJo  EU-wide,  and 
fome  Three  Quarters  of  a  Yard  wide,  all  made  o\  Engltfh  or  Ir'ifjj 
Wool\  and  a  much  greater  Number  with  mix^d /Ftf<?/,  in  making  the 
fam.e  forts  of  Goods.  Befides,  there  are  a  great  many  Hundred  Looms  . 
at  work  in  the  making  of  Cahmancoes,  Figur'd,  Strip'd  and  Plain,  and 
feveral  forts  of  Worited  Stuffs,  as  Cambletees,  Sattenets,  Purnelloes, 
jjain,  llripd  and  fpotted  Stuffs,  ^c.  with  lome  Stuffs  tliat  are  mix'd 
Wi,th  Silk^  Mohair,  C^c,  There  are  alfo  a  great  many  Stockings  and 
.     .  Caps 
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Caps  made  here,  both  knit  and  wcaved.  This  Branch  is  much  encreasM 
witliin  a  few  Years;  for  about  iz  Years-  ago,  there  were  not  ab<v.e 
lo  or  IX  Frames  in  this  Town;  and  now  there  are  near  lOO  at  Work, 
and  one  half  of  thofe  Frames  are  employ'd  in  making  Hofe,  and  Cap^, 
of  all  Englijh  and  Injh  lVool\  and  are  fold  in  all  the  Shops  for  flich. 
The  other  Frames  are  employ'd  in  the  making  Hofe  and  Caps,  w  ith 
about  half  their  own  JVool^  and  half  <?//r  JVooL  The  firft  Man  that  put 
them  in  the  way  to  make  fine  Flofe,  was  one  Abraham  Tlmnas^  that 
went  from  Bipo^fgate-Jtreet^  to  learn  them  this  Art.  There  are  no 
Englilhmen  at  work  in  this  Town  now^  and  but  one  Irijhman^  whofe 
Name  is  Stocking  and  is  a  Stocking-maker:  They  comb  a  great  deal  of 
JVool  in  this  Town,  but  fend  more  to  St.  Tattl  and  Frtige^  &c.  which 
is  near  40  Miles  Diftance  from  Ltjle ;  they  lend  this  Wool  in  the  ruff^ 
fo  have  it  comb'd,  fpun,  doubled  and  twilled,  and  made  fit  for  the 
Weaver  and  Stocking-maker.  I  have  feen  at  thole  Places,  great  Qiian* 
tities  of  Worlled  made  fit  and  ready  for  the  Merchants  of  Lijle\  Thofe 
Merchants  at  Tourcoin  alfo,  have  a  great  deal  of  Worded  fpun,  kSc 
Toiinoin  is  about  iz  Miles  from  Lijle^  and  is  a  very  large  Town  for 
(>ombing  and  Spinning:  I  have  feen  aPerfon  oi  Tom  coin  bring  a  Sam*  f! 
pie  of  Comb'd  tVool^  and  offered  it  to  Sale  to  a  Stocking-maker  ofi  Lijle^ 
by  the  Name  of  Englijh  JVool^  I  had  the  Top  of  the  Wool  in  my  Hand: 
And  at  the  fame  time,  one  Madam  Dijlobhes^  that  is  a  great  Manu- 
facturer at  L^Jle^  told  me,  That  in  all  the  Calimancoes  and  Camblets 
they  make,  fhe  u&d  more  or  iefs  EngliJIo  Wool^  and  could  not  do  with- 
out our  Wool;  in  fome  half,  and  in  fome  two  Thirds  o-.  our  Wool.  I 
faw  feveral  Pieces,  fome  Scarlet,  Blue,  and  fome  White,  which  were 
for  the  S^anijh  and  Portugal  Trade. 

The  reafon  that  the  Lijle  Merchants  fend  their  Wool  to  St.  Taul^ 
Fntgey  Tourcoiuy  &c.  to  be  comb'd,  fpun,  doubled,  and  twifted,  is, 
becaufe  Labour  is  cheaper  at  thofe  Places,  than  at  Lijle\  And  upon 
the  Whole,  Labour  is  cheaper  here  by  1^0  pr  Cent,  at  lead,  than  it  is 
in  any  Part  of  England^  where  the  lame  Ibrts  of  Goods  are  made  ;  as 
London  and  Nor'jj'ich^  for  Camblets,  Calimancoes,  Crapes,  and  Silk 
and  VVorfled  Stuffs,  ©c.  and  London^  Lekejhr^  Darby  and  NotUng- 
ha7n^  for  makaig  Hofe.  E  2.  T  h  e 
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The  poor  People  live  hard  at  thofe  Places,  their  chief  Dl^t  is 
Bread,  Fruit,  Herbs  and  Roots,  with  a  Kttic  di)  d  Filli:  As  for  i  i'^Hi, 
they  eat  very  httle.  The  Magiftrates  take  care  didz  the  Farmers  and 
Foreftallers  of  Markets  fliall  not  fell  the  Corn  at  Market  to  make  Bread 
dear,  in  order  to  pinch  the  Poor  Manuiadurers.  In  order  to  prevent 
this  Evil,"  the  Magiftrates  have  built  a  Store  Houfe  in  a  convenient 
Part  of  the  Town,  Ten  Stories  high;  in  the  Upper  Rooms  of  it,  they 
lay  Wheat,  Rye  and  Barley ;  and  m  the  Cellars  they  lay  Wine,  Oil 
and  Brandy:  Thofe  Goods  are  bought  up  when  they  are  cheap,  and 
fo  foon  as  the  Markets  are  fliort,  and  Goods  begin  to  rife  in  the  Pnce, 
then  the  Store  Floufe  is  opened  for  the  Poor,  that  they  may  buy  what 
they  have  occafion  for,  at  the  old  Market  Price.  This  Store-Houle 
was  built  fince  the  Woollen  Manufadory  hath  fo  encreafed  in  this 
Town,  in  order  to  fupport  that  Fabrick,  which  is  a  great  Encourage- 
ment to  the  Manufacturers,  and  a  Means  to  keep  Labour  low ;  all  o- 
ther  Things  that  are  needful  for  the  Poor  are  alfo  cheap  in  Proportion, 
as  Candles,  Soap,  Oil,  i§c. 

They  have  all  the  proper  Methods  imaginable,  to  help  their  Fac- 
turers  ;  they  allow  their  poor  Journeymen  that  work  in  their  own 
Houfes,  to  take  Apprentices;  and  none  are  taken  above  2  or  3  Years 
at  moft,  and  then  the  Boys  may  work  for  others  if  they  pleafe;  and 
if  a  Boy  has  learn'd  his  Trade  well,  his  Mafter  that  he  worked  tor, 
will  give  him  Eighteen-pence  or  two  Shillings  a  Week,  according  to 
his  Merit  he  is  paid;  for  that  is  the  Method  at  this  Place,  to  agree 
with  them  for  Weekly  Wages.  I  know  an  Jri/h  Stocking-maker  of 
this  Town  took  an  Apprentice  of  near  xo  Years  old,  who  beiore  he 
had  been  Six  Months  at  the  Trade,  (et  up  to  make  Goods  tor  himfelr ; 
by  this  Method,  giving  Liberty  to  thofe  Boys  to  have  a  Right  to  the 
Trade  for  one,  two  or  three  Years  Service,  they  have  aKvays  Hands 
enough  at  their  command  to  fupply  their  Fadones ;  and  this  makes  them 
that  have  a  good  Place  of  Work,  take  all  the  care  imaginable  to  pleafe 
their  Mafters,  that  they  may  keep  in  Work.  For  it  is  at  this  Town, 
as  2xAbbavtlle'^  no  Man  will  employ  another  Mans  Serv^ant^  without 
a  good  Recommead^tlon  trom  his  lormer  Mailer.     There  is  a  great 
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many  Camblets,  Calimancoes,  Stuffs,  Stockings,  ^c.  that  are  made 
witlun  a- tew  iVlil^JS  or  :h.s  fovvn,  which  are  brought  and  Ibid  to  the 
Merchants,  wh.ch  urc  dy'd,  drefs'd,  prtis'd  and  pack'd  here;  and  then 
fent  to  S^ain,  'Fortiigai.  and  i'^:/)';  Nay  m  every  Town  in  France^ 
Ilanders^  Holland^  and  m  die  German  Domin.oni,  you  will  find 
L'jjle  Stuffs,  ^c.  they  nia'^e  all  tocir  Goods  full  Breadth,  whether 
Hal  Yard,  thret  Quarters  Yard,  or  Yard  a  Qairter  wide,  and  fiil  them 
well  With  Sliooce  and  Warpe,  w  hxh  are  heavier  and  thick  r  ui 
Proportion,  than  we  make  our  Goods  o;  the  lame  QjaLcy,  wh  ch, 
makes. the  Foreigners-  elteem  tliem  better  than  ours;  there  is  hardly  a 
Day  in  the  Year,  butyoumay  lee  Carnages  Lnngmg  of  Woolor  Wool- 
len Goods  to  and  from  this  lamous  Trading  Town  o;  Ltjle, 

The  Magiflrates  ot  this  Town,  as  a  iurther  Encouragement  to  the 
Woollen  Manutad:urers,  obtained  a  Grant  irom  the  King  Oi  France^  to 
prohibit  the  Wear  ot  India  Calicoes,  or  Linnens,  Cottons,  6^c.  that 
was  Printed,  Painted,  Stain'd,  or  Dyed:  And  a  Proclamation  wasj 
ifliied  out  accordingly,  to  prevent  the  Wearing  or  Selling  any  of  the 
above  Goods,  or  in  any  Part  of  French  Flanders.  This  Proclamation 
was  iffued  out  May  the  6th,  1736,  and  gave  but  three  Weeks  time 
to  the  Merchants  and  Shopkeepers  to  vend  their  Goods  ;  and  now 
there  is  none  of  thofe  Goods  to  be  feen  in  any  of  thofe  Towns  in  all 
French  Flanders^  &c.  This  Law  was  in  France  before,  but  did  not 
extend  to  French  Flanders :  And  now  is  puncStually  kept  and  obferved 
throughout  the  French  King's  Dominions.  I  cou'd  wilh,  for  the  fake 
of  the  Woollen  Manuiadtory  of  this  Kingdom,  that  we  had  a  Lav*/ 
made,  to  prohibit  the  Wear  ot  thofe  forts  of  Goods  in  Great  Brttaut 
2S\d  Ireland'^  and  that  as  juftly  obferved  and  kept:  Notwithftanding' 
this  Law  in  France  that  prohibits  the  Wear  of  thofe  printed  Calicoes, 
i§c.  the  King  or  France  hath  an  India  Company  in  his  Country,  but 
all  that  he  looks  over,  to  fupport  the  Woollen  Manufadlory  of  his; 
own  Territories.  I  brought  with  me  feveral  Patterns  of  their  Cali- 
mancoes,  Camllets,  Stu.is  and  Stockings;  which  I  have  now  by  me 

About  7  Years  ago,  a  Merchant  that  kved  in  Goodmans-Fields  per-i 
fuaded  one  George  Gwin  to  go  to  Lijle^  to  teacii  the  French  to  cafi 
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I  and  cut  the  Brafs  Rolls,  and  make  the  otlier  Parts  of  an  Engine,  to 

•j  Water  Harrateens  and   Cheneys  withal.     And  when  I  heard  Oi  it,  I 

j^went  to  L[[le  to  perfuade  him  to  returu  to  England^  and  not  to  teach 

[the  French  that  Art;  at  firft  he  feem'd  to  comply,  and  told  me  he 

|:  would  return  in  a  fliort  time :  But  when  I  left  him,  they  ftill  perfuaded 

I  him  to  flay ;  and  fome  time  after  I  apply'd  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  to 

\  have  fome  Iron  that  was  caft  at  the  Bank- fide,  Southwark^    flop'd 

I  from  going  Abroad  to  Mr.  Gw'm  ;  and  altho'  I  attended  a  great  many 

I  times  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Cuflom-houfe,  I  could  not  pre- 

jivent  thofe  Pieces  of  Iron  being  fent  Abroad.     This  Iron  was  to  help 

yto  make  another  Engine,  that  was  to  be  fent  to  Tholonc,    I  having 

had  a  great  deal  of  Trouble  to  get  Gw'm  to  England^  and  to  flop,  if 

poifible,  this  Caft  Iron  from  going  Abroad ;  but  all  was  unfuccefstul. 

,rhen  I  apply'd  to  a  certain  Honourable  Gentleman,   to  have  him  Re- 

calfd;  who  was  pleafed  to  comply  with  my  Requell,  and  wrote  over 

immediately  to  my  Lord  Waldegrave^  v^hich  is  the  King  of  Great- 

Britatns  AmbafTador  at  Tarts  ;  who  immediately  fent  an  Order  to 

Mr.  George  Gw'm  at  Lijle^  by  the  Hands  of  Mr.  IV- j,  the  Mef- 

enger,  and  the  Purport  of  this  Order  was,  "  That  Gw'in  lliould  imme- 
'  diately  return  to  Great  Br'ttain^  his  Native  Country,  or  he  fliould  be 
I  '  declared  an  Alien,  Sc.  as  the  Law  in  that  Cafe  direds."  Upon  Gi^w/'s 
1  'eceivmg  of  this  Leter,  he  immediately  return'd  to  London^  his  old 
I'  ;^lace  of  Abode  ;  fo  that  the  Rolls  that  were  deflgned  for  Tholone^ 
I  vere  never  finiflied,  neither  had  the  French  learned  how  to  cafl  them, 
,|||  nd  cut  the  Figures  on  the  Rolls,  ^c.  But  fmce,  the  Lijle  Merchants 
^lave  had  thofe  Rolls,  ©c.  finiJhed,  they  have  made,  dyed,  and  wa- 
/  ered  a  great  many  Cheyneys  and  Harrateens,  both  to  ferve  them- 
'-elves  and  other  Countries,  that  we  had  ufed  to  ferve.  But  I  do 
'5  lumbly  hope,  when  this  Engine  is  wore  out,  no  Man  from  Great 
:  3ritam  will  go  over  to  make  them  another. 

\     Tottrcom  is  a  large  Country  Market  Town,  about  3  Leagues  from 

Jfle^  and  is  in  the  Hands  of  the  French  King,  and  fo  is  call  d  French 

^landers.     This  Tovv.n  is  well  llor'd  uith  the  Woollen  Manufactory, 

^,   uere  being  many  llioiifand  Hands  employed  in  tLe  CcjmiLing,  Spm- 
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nlng,  ^c.  and  the  greater  Part  of  the  Wool  that  is  wrought  up  here,  is 
either  Jrijh  or  Engli/b ;  and  great  Part  ot  it  is  brought  to  this  Place  ; 
by  the  way  oi Holland,  I  was  at  this  Town  in  October ^  ^7}^-,  when  ^ 
I  bought  a  Sample  of  Worfted,  which  is  iomeof  the  beft  Spinning  I  ever  ' 
faw  in  my  Lite,  I  bought  it  by  the  Name  oF  Englijh  Worfted,  it  being 
made  of  all  our  Wool.  The  Reafon  that  w^hatfoever  Goods  are  fold  in 
thofe  Parts  for  EngtiJJo  Goods,  tho'  made  on  the  Spot,  is,  becaufe  the 
Englijh  Manufadurers  formerly  had  the  Charader  of  making  the  beft 
ol-  Goods;  and  would  we  keep  our  Wool  at  home,  we  ftill  fhould  bear 
the  Bell  away ;  for  this  Woriled  that  is  made  and  fold  here  by  the 
Name  oi  Englijb  AVorfted,  bears  a  better  Price,  by  40  French  Pence  a 
Pound,  than  any  Worfted  they  do  or  can  make  of  their  own  Country 
Wool  ;  Forty  French  Pence,  is  about  Twenty  Pence  Englijh  :  They 
fend  this  fine  Englijh  Worfted,  as  they  call  it,  to  Taris^  Lifle^  Hoi- 
land^  Flanders^  &:c.  I  have  been  at  this  Town,  when  the  Roads  were 
very  bad  from  this  Place  to  Courtray^  where  the  Waggons  come  from 
Ghent  to  meet  the  Waggons  from  this  Place,  but  the  Roads  was  fo  bad 
that  the  Carriages  could  not  pafs  cro(s  the  Country,  to  carry  the  Yarn 
that  was  fpun  here  to  Courtrey^  and  bring  from  thence  Wool,  as  their 
Cuftom  is  conftantly  every  Week :  The  People  of  this  Town  were  fo 
careful  of  their  Mailer's  Trade,  becaule  the  Waggons  from  Courtrey 
fliould  not  go  aw  ay  empty,  hired  Men,  and  put  the  Yarn  upon  large 
Wheel-barrows,  and  had  them  draw^n  along  a  Foot  Caufew^ay  that  is 
pav'd  from  Tour  coin  to  Minntn^  which  is  about  5  or  <5  Miles -diftant, 
and  is  about  as  far  a  diftance  from  Conrtray^  as  Toarcoin,  But  when 
they  come  to  Mtnnm^  it  is  the  High  Road  from  Lijle  to  Court r ay ^  and 
is  alw  ays  very  good.  I  only  mention  this  to  Ihew,  how  very  careful 
thofe  People  are  of  our  Wool,  v/hen  they  have  got  it ;  and  how  care- 
lefs  we  are  at  Home,  or  they  never  would  have  it  from  us. 

A  L  L  the  Worfted  that  is  carried  this  Way,  belongs  to  the  Hol- 
landers^ as  I  fliall  ihew  in  its  proper  Place.  I  was  told  by  the  Rid- 
ing General  of  the  Cuftoms  of  this  Town,  that  there  is  14  Perfons 
in  the  Town  that  make  Wool -Combs  ;  tho'  I  fuppofe  they  do  not 
wholly  depend  upon  tliat  particular  Branch  of  Bufmels,  if  they  did, 
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there  muft  be  a  vaft  Number  of  Wool-Combers  in  that  Neighbour- 
hood, tor  there  is  but  two  Wool  Comb-Makers  in  this  great  City  of 
London.  The  common  Necellanes  of  Lite  are  very  plentitul  and 
cheap  at  this  Town,  mz,.  Soap,  Oil,  Candles  and  Charcoal ;  lOur  very 
ufetul  Things  in  the  Woollen  Manuladory.  Both  Combing  and  Spin- 
ning is  cheaper  here,  than  at  Lijle  ;  which  is  the  reafon  that  the  Lijle 
Merchants  have  lo  much  of  their  fine  Work  done  liere.  A  Gentleman 
of  this  Town  told  me.  That  the  fine  Spinmng  is,  by  the  Dutch^  lent  to 
Sfahty  Italy^  &c.  The  next  Town  in  this  Neigi^bourhood  that  is  of 
Note,  is  Roubaix. 

Roubaix  is  about  4  or  5  Miles  from  lourcom ;  at  this  Place  they 
employ  many  Hundreds  of  Hands  in  the  making  or  line  Calimancoes, 
Camblets,  and  other  fine  Stuffs  ;  the  finefl  or  thole  Goods  is  made  all 
with  either  Englijhov  Irtfh  Wool;  but  the)  do  make  a  greater  Number 
of  Goods  with  our  Wool  and  their  own  Country  Wool  mix'd  to- 
gether ;  thefe  Goods  that  are  made  here,  are  chieily  made  for  the 
Ltjle  Merchants,  Labour  being  lower  here,  than  at  Li[le^  and  about 
the  lame  Price  as  at  Tourcoin  ;  Provifions  and  other  NecefTaries  are  a- 
bout  the  fame  Price.  The  next  Town  is  Lannoy^  which  is  another 
Manufadloring  Town  for  Woollen  Goods. 

Lannoy  is  about  4  Miles  from  Roubaix  ;  at  this  Place  they  make 
great  Numbers  of  Calimancoes,  Camblets,  Silks  and  Worfled  Stuffs 
mix'd,  ^c.  The  Provifions  and  other  uieml  Neceffaries  for  Trade,  are 
about  the  fame  Price  here,  as  at  Tourcoin ;  fo  is  the  Labour.  I  have 
nam'd  only  three  Towns  m  this  Neighbourhood,  that  is  famous  for  the 
Woollen  Manufadories  ;  but  if  I  wou'd  go  to  fmall  Places,  I  might 
name  a  Hundred  Villages  round  the  Country,  that  have  the  Woollen 
Manufadtory  in  them,  for  Combers,  Spinners,  Weavers,  <§c,  and  are 
as  Plenty  here,  as  at  any  Part  of  the  PFeft  or  England,  But  beiore  I 
leave  this  Country,  I  muft  jufl  oblerve,  that  notwithftanding  Labour 
is  fo  low  in  thofe  Parts,  the  poorer  People  all  round  the  Country 
are  well  Cloathed,  and  all  their  Families,  (  I  wifli  I  could  fay  fo  by 
the  great  ManufaduringTowns  in  England'^  But  iliou'd  I  be  lo  happy 
as  to  fee  the  Day  that  the  Owling  or  Wool  from  Great-Britain  and 
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Ireland  to  foreign  Parts  was  ftop'd,  then  we  Ihould  have  our  Hands 
full  of  Work,  and  our  poor  Artificers  once  more  be  well  Feed  and 
rioathed;  then  we  lliall  fee  our  Poor  once  more  have  chearful  Looks, 
and  orav  for  thofe  that  put  their  Hands  to  this  great  and  good  Work, 
^vhich  I  hope  will  fpeedily  be  accompliflVd.  As  to  the  governing 
and  managing  their  Work-folks,  they  at  this  Place  take  the  lame  Me- 

^^B  u^T ^before  I  leave  the  French  Dominions,  I  muft  obferve  to  you, 
that  the  FrencJo  do  prohibit  all  forts  of  the  Woollen  JManutacaory  be- 
incr  brousht  into  their  Country,  nay,  all  forts  of  £;^g///&  Manufac- 
tories as  well  as  the  Woollen,  is  prohibited  by  the  Laws  ot  their  Coun- 
try •  'which  Laws  they  ftridly  obferve  and  keep.  I  wifli  vvith  all  my 
Heart  that  aniongft  the  many  Laws  we  have  in  England,  we  were 
fo  crood  to  ourlelves  as  to  keep  pundualiy  thofe  few  Laws  that  are 
made  to  prevent  the  Owhng  of  Wool;  then  we  fliould  be  a  happy  Peo- 
ple Amonsll  the  many  Inllances  that  I  might  give  you  of  the  Seve- 
rities or  the  French  m  feizing  oizn^Engliflo  Woollen  Manufadones,  I 
ftiall  only  name  one  that  happen'd  in  Oaober,  1737-  There  was  one 
Mr  Uilliard,  that  went  from  Dover  to  Calls  with  fome  Horfes  to  the 
French  King,  as  he  faid,  and  had  with  him  three  Pair  ot  Engltp  Blan- 
kets for  an  ^Wi/^  Gentleman  at  Tarts;  and  when  he  arrived  at 
Calls,  he  put  the  Blankets  upon  his  Horfes,  as  it  they  were  Horle 
Cloaths ;  no  (boner  had  the  Horfes  enter'd  the  Town,  but  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  Officers  feiz'd  the  Blankets,  as  Contraband  Goods,  altho'  oa 
the  Backs  of  Six  of  the  King's  Horfes :  Hilltard  tliinking  himfeh  injur'd, 
as  being  employ'd  by  the  King  of  France,  ordered  a  Lawyer  at  Calts 
to  fue  the  Officers  for  feizing  his  Horfe  Cloaths,  which  the  Lawyer 
did  accordingly,  and  Hilltard  proceeded  on  his  Journey  to  Tans 
but  when  he  returm:!d  to  C^/ij,  he  found  to  his  great  Surprize,  that 
he  was  caft,  andcaademn'd  to  pay  3000  Livers,  which  is  near  150/. 
SterLnff  Money,  i|d  wou'd  have  been  fent  to  Goal  till  he  had  pa.d 
the  Money,  had  not  Wyon{\Qvx  Denogue,  Trealurer  to  the  King  of 
France's  Troops,  anfwered  ior  his  Appearance ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
made  ■  ^policatioa  for  to  have  this  Fine  a  little  mitigated.  By  this 
...'''  F  fing- 
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fingle  Inllance,  we  may  fee  how  very  ftrld  and  fevere  the  French  are, 
with  any  thing  of  the  Woollen  Manutadories  that  are  brought  into  their 
Territories  ;  ior  if  they  will  proiecute  a  Perfon  for  lb  coar(e  a  Thing 
as  Blankets,  what  would  they  do  if  they  lliould  catch  an  Engltjhman 
in  Smuggling  in  fine  Calimancoes,  Camblets,  Hofe,  Kc.  no  lels  than 
the  Gallies,  I  fuppofe,  would  be  their  Fate.     As  this  is  the  Cafe  with 
the  French  and  us,    I  think  that  it  fliou'd  roufe  and  ftir  up  every 
true  Briton  to  fet  his  Heart  and  Hand  to  work,  to  prevent  the  Owl- 
ing  of  Wool  to  tde  French^  &c.  which  is  the  very  Marrow  and  Vitals 
oi  our  Country ;  if  that  was  but  once  accomplilh'd,  then  the  proud 
haughty  French  would  be  thankful  to  us,  that  we  will  not  only  'fend 
them  Blankets,  but  all  forts  of  Woollen  Manutadories  for  Cloathing, 
as  we  ufed  to  do  in  former  Times,  and  then  mull  pay  us  Ready- 
Money  for  them,    if  we  do  infifl  on  it ;  whereas,  as  the  Cafe  flands 
at  this  Time,  it  is  my  Opinion,  that  the  French  have  all  the  Wool 
they  have  occafion  of,  for  nothing,  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland-^ 
for  what  Wool  the  French  have  from  the  Owlers,  is  paid  for  with 
Wines,  Teas,  Brandies  and  other  Things,  for  Luxuary  only,  ^c.  which 
are  fmuggled  into  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  and  as  that  pays  no 
Duty,  it  only  ferves  to  ruin  the  honeft  Fair  Trader,  and  encourage 
Luxury,  and  cheat  the  King  of  his  Revenue. 

Besides  this  fort  of  Trade  the  French  take  from  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  2X  leaft  6oo,oco/.  a  Year  in  ready  Specie,  m  a  fair  way  of 
Trade  and  Merchandize,  for  nothing  but  what  is  luxurious,  and  luch 
Things  as  we  can  do  without,  w'^.  Wines,  Brandies,  ,and  fo  forth:  I 
am  fure  the  Profits  of  this  600,000  will  over-ballance  what  the  French 

five  of  the  fame  Commodity  for  our  Wool:  So  upon  the  Whole,  the 
^re7ich  do  not  pay  any  thing  for  this  fo  valuable  a  Jewel,  The  fine 
Combing  Wool  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland:  And  this  doth  not  only 
drain  away  their  perifliable  Commodities,  and  empty  their  Store-Houfes 
'  of  thole  Things  that  we  pifs  againft  the  Wall,  SJc*.  but  it  fills  their: 
Country  with  the  Englijh  Gold,  which  is  durable,  and  will  never  find 
the  Way, back  to  Old  England^  till  we  are  fo  wife  and  good  to  our- 
ieives,  to  keep  ovccWool  at  home.     I  have  known  within  thefe  4  Years, 

that 
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that  the  French  Troops  in  Ticardy^  Artois  and  Bolougne,  w^as  paid  for 
Three,  Months  together  with  Engli(lj  Gold:  And  I  had  occafion 
about  that  Time  to  go  to  France^  and  did  land  3  En^lijh  Horfes  at 
Calis^  for  which  I  was  to  pay  Three  Lewis  dOrs^  or  3  French  Guineas^ 
but  could  not  get  them  in  all  the  Town  of  Calts\  fo  was  obliged  to 
get  aGentleman  of  Calh  to  give  his  Note  to  theCuftom-houfeOiiicers, 
tor  the  Three  Guineas,  and  he  took  my  English  Gold  of  me.  I  only 
mention  this,  to  fliew  how^  kind  we  are  to  the  'French^  that  hates  us 
w^ith  peried  Hatred ;  and  how  bafe  and  cruel  w^e  are  to  our  own  Native 
Country,  in  doing  all  that  is  in  our  Power  to  inrich  the  French^  and  to 
deftroy  and  beggar  ourfelves :  This  is  fo  Self-evident  to  every  Impartial 
Man,  that  I  need  not  fay  any  thing  more  upon  this  Subject. 

Tournay  is  a  large  ftrong  Garrifon,  and  is  the  firfl  on  this  Side,  that 
belongs  to  the  Emperor;  it  is  about  15  or  16  Miles  from  Lijle:  At 
this  Town  there  are  a  few  fine  Silk  and  Worfted  Stuffs  and  Stockings 
made;  the  Worded  that  they  are  made  with,  is  chiefly  fpun  about 
Toiirco'm^  and  is  made  of  Englijh  or  Irijh  Wool:  But  the  chief  Part  of 
their  Trade,  is  coarfe  Stuffs  and  Stockings,  made  of  their  own  Country 
JVool^  and  is  confumed  about  their  own  Neighbourhood.  Formerly 
this  w^as  the  Principal  Town  of  Trade  in  all  this  Country ;  but  as  the  LiJle 
Merchants  have  encreas'd,  they  have  decreas'd :  The  reafon  is,  that 
the  LiJle  Merchants  lie  more  contiguous  for  Trade,  and  have  their 
Spinning  done  much  cheaper  than  they  can  have  it  done  at  Tournay^ 
which  hath  carried  the  Trade  from  Tournay  to  LiJle-,  w^iich  is  a  certain 
Rule  in  Trade,  where  Labour  is  cheapfi^  the  Trade  will  follow^  if 
that  they  can  have  the  Materials  at  the  fame  Time  and  Place,  as 
chea]^  as  where  Labour  is  dearer :  Labour  being  upon  an  Average, 
five  times  more  than  the  frj}  Coji  of  the  Wool.  The  next  Town  I  fliall 
take  Notice  of  is  Bridges, 

Bridges  is  a  large  Town  iz  Miles  from  OJlend:  At  this  Town  there 
is  a  great  Manuladtory  of  Broad  vSeys;  feme  tew  they  make  of  all  their 
own  IVool^  but  a  much  greater  Niimoer  is  made  o^our  Wool^  and  their 
own  Wool  mix'd  together.     I  was  told  by  one  that  m^^-s  z^  Years  in  1 
the  Sey-making  Trade,  he  had  his  Wool  draw'd  through  the  Combj 
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in  England-,  and  came  to  him  from  London ;  and  fald,  fo  long  as  he 
could  find  Money ^  he  7tever  froould  want  Engltjh  Wool.     There  is  all 
the  Care  imaginable  taken  to  preferve  the  Trade  of  this  Town,  and 
good  Encouragement  is  given  to  the  Journeymen,  ^c.  by  the  Magi- 
Itrates  of  tliis  Town,  who  would  not  (lop  at  any  thing  in  their  Power, 
to  ferve  that  fo  valuable  a  Branch  of  Bufinefs,  calfd  the  Woollen  Ma- 
iiufaBory ;  as  will  appear  by  the  annex'd  Tlacart  or  Troclamatwn^ 
printed  and  publiihed  in  Flanders^  in  173 1,  at  which  Time  I  was  in 
that  Country.     At  this  time  the  Woollen  Trade  began  to  flourifli  in 
this  Town ;  and  altho'  the  Manufadurers  were  then,  and  are  flill  o- 
bliged  to  have  our  Wool^  to  make  their  fine  Seys,  He.  yet  they  w  ant- 
ed to  keep  out  all  Woollen  Goods  from  being  brought  in  from  England 
into  their  Dominions,  as  appears  by  the  following  Tlacart :  Altho  the 
feeming  Pretenfions  are  only  to  prevent  old  Cloaths  being  brought  into 
Flanders^  which  had  always  been  allowed  till  this  Time ;  yet  they  had 
a  greater  View^  in  my  Opinion,  than  the  Trohibiting  of  Old  Cloaths^ 
which  was  to  prohibit,  if  poffible,  all  New  Cloth^  Stuffs^  &g.  being 
imported  from  England  to  OJtend^  or  to  Bridges^  or  any  Port  belong- 
ing to  the  Emperor  in  Flanders.     But  this  I  ihall  leave  to  my  Coun- 
:  trymen  and  Brother  Manufadurers  to  judge  of,  when  they  have  read 
;;  the  Tlacart^  which  I  at  that  Time  obtained  with  great  Difficulty,  and 
:  have  carefully  Tranflated  it  out  of  the  German  Tongue  into  EngliJJjy 
Verbatim^  which  I  have  here  printed  at  large. 

i*  /^HARLES^  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Emperor  oitht  Romans^  con- 
^   "  tinual  Increafer  of  the  Empire,  King  of  Germany^  of  S^ain^  of 

*'  Hungary^  oS.  Bohemia^  &lc.  Archduke  oi  Aujtria-^  Duke  oi  Bur- 

**  gundy^  of  Lorrain^  of  Brabant^  of  Limburg^  of  Luxembttrg^  of 
I':**  Geldre^  &c.  Markgrave  of  the  Holy  Empre^  &c.  Earl  oi  Habsbtirg^ 
'•'*'  oi  Flanders ^&iQ.  Count  Palatine  oi  Ha'mault^^ndi  oi  Namure-,  Lord 

"  of  the  Marjhes  of  Efelavonia^  of  Tort  Naon^  of  Bifcay^  or  Molines^ 

I**  of  Salens^  of  Tripoli^  and  of  Maklin-,    Ruling  Lord  in  Jfia  and 

si^  Africa.    The  chief  Overleers  and  Head  Men  or  the  lau  lul  Chamber 

1';^  of  Trade,  and  their  Commiffioners  in  our  Cities  oiGant  ^ad  Bridges^ 
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*'  having  reprefented  to  Us,  That  it  was  cuftomary  for  many  Ships  to 
"  come  from  time  to  time  into  the  Harbour  of  our  Province  of  Flan- 
"  ders^  loaden  with  Old  Cloaths,  Stuffs,  and  other  Fabricks  of  Wool- 
*'  len,  without  knowing  from  whence  they  came,  and  without  being 
*'  provided  with  a  Certificate  of  Health,  altho'  they  often  come  irom 
*'  Places  infedted  by  the  contagious  Diftemper;  which  Old  Cloadis 
"  and  Fabricks  of  Woollen  are  purchafeable  and  faleable,  in  our  Coun- 
*'  tries,  whereby  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  thefe  Lands  might  foon  or  late 
"  be  in  Danger  of  being  infed:ed  with  the  contagious  Diftemper,  by 
"  the  great  Quantity  ot  old  and  rotten  Cloaths,  w  hich  the  Englijb 
*'  Nation  might  daily  import  by  the  Harbour  of  Oft  end -^  which  Cloaths, 
"  for  the  major  Part,  are  purchafed  from  the  Hofpitals  in  England^ 
*'  wherein  may  Perfons,  of  all  forts  of  Nations  and  Profeffions,  and 
"  efpecially  Sailors,  may  chance  to  die,  w4io  voluntarily  (ail  all  over 
"  the  World,  and  confequently  through  the  v<\\q\^  Levant  and  the^r- 
"  chipelago^  as  alfb  along  the  Coafts  of  Terjia  and  of  Morea^  where 
"  this  Diftemper  doth  almoft  continually  reign,  either  in  one  or  the 
"  otlier  Diftrid :  That  We,  in  order  to  proted:  thefe  Lands  from  that 
"  contagious  Diftemper,  wherewith  the  City  of  Marfeilles  was  vifi- 
"  ted  in  the  Year  17x0,  did  very  ftrictly  prohibit,  by  our  exprels  Pro- 
"  clamation  of  the  i^oxhoi  October ^  of  the  lame  Year,  not  only  the 
"  Trade  with  France^  but  alfo  the  Importation  of  all  forts  of  Mer- 
"  chandize,  fubjedt  to  be  tainted  with  the  (aid  Inledion;  but  that 
"  We  alio  thought  it  expedient  to  interdid:,  by  our  Proclamation  of 
"  the  17th  of  October  17x0,  the  Importation  of  all  forts  of  Old 
"  Cloaths ;  and  albeit^  that  the  Infedion  is  come  to  ceafe  in  France^ 
"  whereby  the  Trade  of  Manuradures  and  Commodities  was  tolerated, 
*'  that  neverthelels  our  Eroclamation  of  the  Year  17x0,  relating  to 
*'  the  Importation  of  tilt  aforefaid  Old  Cloaths  was  not  recalled,  thau 
"  thote  Old  Cloaths  v/ere  not  comprifed  in  the  refpecrive  Tariffs, 
"  under  no  Clafs  of  Merchandize ;  that  therefore  the  Regulators  of. 
"  Our  Duties  o;  Impor cation  and  Exportation,  were  not  permitted,  by 
*^  their  ow  n  AuLiioucy,  or  oy  their  Deputies,  hitherto  to  iiiffer  the  free 
Importauoa  oi  all  forts  of .  old  and  roiccn  Cloaths,  whereof  they. 

might 
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"  might  claim  the  Payment  of  5  pr  Cent.  Having  likewife  taken  Into 

*'  Our   Confideration,    that  the  Contagion  wherewith   the  City    of 

"  Bridges  was  inleded,  in  the  Year  1664,  ^'^^  occafioned  by   the 

"  Importation  of  Old  Cloaths  into  that  Place/  from  England:  They 

"  have   humbly  befought  Us  that  we  would  very  exprefly,  and  by 

"  fpecial  Proclamation,  prohibit  the  Importation  of  all  forts  of  Old 

**  Cloaths,  in  Conformity  of  our  prohibitory  Proclamation  of  the  17th 

"  diOBoher  172.0,  with  repeated  and  exprefs  Orders  unto  all  fuch, 

*'  NA'hom  it  may  concern,  to  conform  thereto;  and  to  the  Officers, 

*'  Waiters  and  CommilTioners,  every  one  of  them  m  particular,  to  take 

*'  care  that  no  Old  Cloaths  be  Imported  into  thefe  Countries,  on  Pe- 

"  nalty  of  their  being  punctually  punillied  and  deprived  of  their  Em- 

"  ployment,  for  Negled:  or  Diffimulation  in  this  Particular ;  and  here- 

*'  upon  having  had  the  Advice  of  the  Members  of  Our  Council  in 

j  "  Flanders^  whereby  they  have  further  reprefented  to  XJs^  that  Ex- 

"  perience  had  verified,  that  the  infedious  and  other  contagious  Dif- 

I  ^  tempers  hath  been  introduced  by  the  Debit  and  Sale  of  the  aforefaid 

\  "  Old  Cloaths,  the  original  Caufe  whereof^  was  not  as  yet  efcaped 

"  the  Memory  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Bridges^  who  were 

"  notable  Sufferers  by  the  faid  Diftemper ;  that  thofe  Cloaths  being 

\  **  made  of  Wool,  or  of  another  Ingredient  moft  apt  to  take  the  In- 

f|  "  fedion,  had  at  feveral  times  brought  the  lame  Calamity  into  many 

i  *^  other  Countries ;  that  this  Calamity  is  the  more  to  be  feared,  becaule 

■j  "  thefe  Old  Cloaths  are  at  prefent  bought  up  in  the  Holpitals  of  En^ 

"  gland^  in  which  Country,  the  Forty  Days  are  not  obferved  with 

I   **  the  requifite  Precaution,  with  regard  to  fufpeded  Ships ;  that  for 

;  '^  thefe  Reafons,  thofe  forts  of  Dealings  the  Old  Cloaths  were  look'd 

\  **  upon  as  dangerous  and  fufpicious,  and  therefore  were  never  included 

i[  **  in  Our  Tariffs,  but  on  the  contrary  very  exprefly  prohibited,  were 

I  "  of  late,  by  our  faid  Proclamation  of  the  17th  of  October ^  172-0,  which 

•j  "  has  not  hitherto  been  recalled ;  that  in  Cafe  the  Importaaon  of  the 

ij  "  aforementioned  be  ftill  tolerated,  it  will  be  followed  b)    the  intire 

■[  *'  Overthrow  of  the  Fabricks  of  Cloths,  and  of  all  forts  of  Woollen 

)j  **  Manufaiitures  5  as  alfo  of  Stuffs,  Bombafines,  Serges,  S?c.  and  the 

1  "  Importation 
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^^  Importation  of  Old  Cloaths,  by  way  of  Merchandize,  is  not  tole- 
"  rated  or  fuffered  by  any  Sovereign  Power  in  no  other  Kingdom  nor 
''  State,  and  it  is  the  principal  Reafon  that  fuch  prohibitory  Laws 
*'  fliould  tend  to  the  Prefer  vation  of  the  Wealth,  Lite  and  Subfiflence 
<'  of  the  Subjeds.  We  being  defirous  to  provide  againfl:  what  is  above- 
*'  faid,  and  to  prevent  fuch  a  dangerous  Evil,  and  to  hinder  by  all 
*'  Means,  that  fuch  peftilential  Diftempers  lliall  not  be  introduced  into 
*'  Our  Dominions,  have,  by  the  Advice  of  our  Privy  Council,  and 
*'  upon  Deliberation  of  our  much  efteemed  and  dearly  beloved  Sifter, 
*'  Mary  Elizabeth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Royal  Princefs  of 
*'  Hungary^  oH  Bohemia^  and  ofboth  ^y/ci/i^j-,  Archdutchefsof^^//?r/^, 
**  ®c.  our  Stadholderefs  and  Governefs  General  of  our  Netherlands^ 
prohibited  and  interdided,  and  We  do  prohibit  and  interdid", 
by  thefe  Prefents,  the  Importation  of  all  forts  of  Old  Cloaths,  either 
by  Water  or  by  Land,  in  the  way  of  Trade  ;  We  prohibit  very  ex- 
prefly,  to  (ell  or  conlume  them  in  thefe  Countries,  on  the  Penalty 
of  Confifcation  and  Forfeiture  of  Five  Hundred  Guilders,  for  each 
Tranfgrellion  ;  one  Third  Part  for  the  Informer,  one  Third  Part 
"  for  the  executing  Oilicer,  and  the  other  for  Our  Profit ;  and  for 
"  the  Second  time,  upon  any  other  Arbitrary  Penalty,  as  the  Cafe 
"  ihall  require,  reiterately  enjoyning  unto  every  one,  whom  it  may 
"  Concern,  to  conform  themfelves  hereto,  the  Officers,  Waiters  and 
"  Commiflaries,  every  one  in  particidar,  to  take  Care  that  no  Old 
"  Cloaths  be  imported  into  theie  Countries,  as  is  here  before  directed, 
"  on  the  Penalty,  in  cafe  of  Negled:  and  Connivance,  of  being  punc- 
"  tually  punillied,  and  afterwards  difmifled  their  Office. 

"  We  therefore  command  and  dired:  Our  Well-beloved  and  Trufty, 
"  the  Head-Prefident  and  Members  of  Our  Privy-Council  and  Grand 
"  Council ;  the  Chancels  and  Members  of  our  Council  of  Brabant ; 
"  the  Governor,  Prefident  and  Members  of  our  Council  o^  Luxem- 
"  burg',  the  Chancellor  and  Members  of  our  Council  in  G  elder  land -^ 
"  tlie  Prefident  and  Members  of  our  Provincial  Council  in  Flanders ; 
*'  the  High  Baihff^  Prefident  and  Members  of  our  Conncil  of  HinaiUt  ; 
J^  the  Governor,    Prefident  and  Members   of  our  Council,  at   Na- 
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"  mure ;  the  Bailiff  at  Tor^oay^  and  its  Diftrld ;  the  Sheriff  of  Mack-- 
*'  //;/,  and  all  other  our  Jufticiaries,  Officers  and  Siibjeds,  whom  this  may 
^'  Concern,  and  everyone  in  particular,  to  caufe  this  Our  prefent 
"  Ordinance  to  be  immediately,  and  without  Delay,  publilhed  and 
*'  aflixed  in  every  Place  of  their  Juriididion  refpedivcly,  where  it  is 
"  ufual  to  caufe  Publications  and  Afridions  to  be  made;  and  to  caufe 
*'  the  fame  to  be  cbferved,  without  Favour,  Connivance  or  Diffimu- 
"  lation,  For  this  our  Pleafure. 

"  Given  in  our  City  <>fi  Brttffels^  the  7th  of  November  1731,  and 
"  of  Our  Realms,  to  Vvit,  of  the  Roman  Empire,  the  21ft;  oi  Spain 
"  the  29th;  o^  Hungary  and  of  Bohemia^  alio  the  xift;  figned  De 
"  B  A I L  L  u.  Lower  it  was  VvTitccn,  By  Command  or  the  Emperor 
"  and  Kmg,  and  Signed  F.Gaston  Cuvelier;  and  the  Great 
"  Seal  of  his  Majefty  in  Red  Wax  wav  hanging  thereto,  upon  a  double 
"  Tale  of  Parchment. 

"At  Bniffelsy  by  George  Frix,  Printer  to  his  Imperial  and 
\  i[  Cathohck  Majefty,  173 1. 

With  Priviledge  of  his  Majefty. 

The  reafon  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  a  Proclamation  in  thofe  Parts  is, 
■;  that  it  is  not  there,  as  it  is  here ;  lor  they  do  not  pnnt  them  and  cry 
{;  them  about  the  Sireets,  but  only  pnnt  a  certain  Number,  which  are 
:,  for  proper  Perions  and  Towns;  and  the  Method  of  Declaring  the  Pla- 
'\  cart,  is  by  the  Sound  or  a  Trumpet,  at  feveral  proper  Places  in  the 
I  Town ;  and  then  the  Below  or  Under  Siienff  reads  the  Placart ;  when 
1!  fo  done,  it  is  hung  up  at  his  Door,  tor  one  Day,  and  then  it  is  to  be 

ieen  no  more  by  the  Common  People.     This  Placart  or  Proclamation, 

i^  w^as  pubhfhed  the  very  Day  I  went  mto  Mons ;  and  alcho'  I  had  a  good 

I  Acquaintance  in  that  Town,  I  cou'd  not  get  one  Placart,  neither  could 

I  find  that  there  was  any  other  in  the  Town :  But  that  as  the  Below 

'or  Under  Sheriff  read  in  the  Publick  Places  in  that  Town;  and  as  at 

I'Jthat  time  I  was  going  into  the  Frcjtch  Dominions,  I  was  obliged  to 

;.  i'lend  to  BruJJels  tor  one,  and  having  a  good  Friend  at  that  City,  he 

'1  got  one  from  the  Printer  that  prints  for  the  Emperor  at  Bniffels, 

1  But  to  return,  At 
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A  T  this  Town  of  Bridges^  there  was  formerly  a  large  Staple  Hall, 
where  the  Eiigl'tjh  AVoollen  Manufactories  was  wont  to  be  put;  but 
now,  with  what  they  make  themfelves,  and  what  is  brought  from  Ire- 
land^  &c.  our  Woollen  Trade  is  ruined,  except  fome  few  particular 
forts  of  Goods.  There  is  at  this  Place  an  Irijhman  that  keeps  a  Vef- 
lel  to  go  a  Smuggling  of  Contraband  Goods  to  Ireland^  and  brings  in 
Return,  Wool  and  Woollen  Manufadories,  which  he  can  bed  come  at, 
fo  fends  them  up  the  Country,  and  then  they  are  called  Englijh  Goods : 
The  IVool  is  wrought  up  into  Goods,  fome  at  one  Place,  and  fome  at 
another.  This  Ir'rjb  Merchant  hath  an  Agent  at  Covtrtray^  that  al- 
ways hath  (ome  of  thofe  Goods  by  him,  and  can  (ell  them  at  Under- 
price,  which  fpoils  the  Trade  for  the  few  Engltjh  Goods  that  is  fent 
over. 

This  w^as  told  me  by  a  Perfon  of  Courtray^  that  deals  in  Woollen 
Goods,  and  had  ufed  to  have  them  from  England^  till  within  thefe  6 
or  7  Years,  that  this  Irtjh  Chap  came  to  live  in  Courtray ;  and  fince 
which  time,  he  fays  he  can  hardly  fell  any  thing  at  all :  I  was  once 
at  the  Irijhman  s  Houfe,  and  faw  his  Goods.  Having  faid  what  was 
needful  ot  Bridges^  I  fliall  now  proceed  to  Ghent. 

N.  B.  JVhen  the  Tlacart  was  read  In  1731  in  Bridges,  th-e  Gover^ 

nors  of  the  Town  order  d  the  next  Old  Cloaths  that  Jhould 

be  brought  from  En^dind^  Jhould  be  Burnt;  and  accordingly^ 

in  a  few  Weeks  there  were  Jeveral  Bales  landed  at  the  Town 

ef  Bridges,  which  were  burnt  accordingly :  They  belonged  to 

one  Mrs.  Black  of  Ghtv^t.     I  believe  r/:?^  Flemings  would  not 

take  it  well^  if  we  Jhould  burn  their  Old.  Ltnnen^  when  Im- 

-ported  into  England. 

Ghent  is  a  very  large  fpacious  Town,  and  is  about  x6  Miles  from 

Bridges-,  there  is  but  Lttle  of  the  Woollen  Manufaa:ory  in  this  Town; 

there  are  a  few  coarie  broad  and  narrow  Cloths  and  Lincies,  and  a  tew 

fine  Camblets,  Stuffs  and  Stockings  made  here ;  there  is  a  Frenchwan 

that  is  fupported  by  the  Town  Stock,  w  Inch  makes  a  great  m.any  fine 

iHofe,  all  of  our  Wool,  w  hich  are  much  efteemed  at  this  Taw  n ;  but 

the  principal  Trade  of  this  Town,  and  Places  adjacent,  is  the  makincr 
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of  fine  Liiinen,  where  almoft  every  Farmer  is  a  Weaver,  they  crrow, 
drefs,  fpin  and  weave  the  Flax :  Some  Farmers  have  y  or  6  Looms ; 
fbme  i  or  3 ;  and  feme  but  one,  according  as  they  have  Numbers  of 
Servants,  and  he  mull  be  a  very  poor  Farmer,  that  doth  not  keep  one 
Loom.  Thofe  People  are  excellent  Husbands,  both  in  the  Houfe  and 
in  the  Field ;  their  Wives,  Daughters  and  Maids,  drefs  and  fpin  the 
Flax;  and  the  Sons  and  Servants  weave  it  Night  and  Morning,  and 
upon  wet  Days,  when  they  cannot  work  in  the  Field.  But  this  is  a 
Digreflion  from  my  Purpofe ;  only  I  obferve,  fliould  their  Linnen  Trade 
fail,  and  the  Foreigners  continue  to  have  our  Wool^  and  thofe  Flemings 
about  Ghent  fliould  turn  their  Fleads  and  Hands  to  the  Woollen  Manu- 
fadories,  as  they  have  to  the  Linnen,  tliey  would  be  foon  as  Prejudi- 
cial to  our  Woollen  Trade  in  England^  as  the  People  at  Ltjle^  and  the 
Places  adjacent  to  that  Town,  are  at  this  Time.  At  this  Town  of 
Ghent ^  there  is  to  be  feen  vafl  large  Stocks  of  all  forts  of  Li[le^  Amiony 
Robais  and  Lannoy  Stuffs  in  the  Drapers  Shops,  wliich  are  bought  up 
by  the  Neighbouring  People,  who  are  generally  People  of  good  Sub- 
fiance;  and  even  thofe  who  are  of  the  poorer  Sort,  are  in  general  well 
Cloathed.  The  next  Town  that  I  fliall  obferve,  is  Brujfels^  which  is 
30  Miles  from  Ghent, 

BruJJels  is  a  large  fine  Town,  the  Metropolitan  of  Flanders^  where 
the  Archdutchefs  keeps  her  Court.  There  are  but  few  Woollen  Fa- 
bricks  at  this  Town,  there  are  a  few  broad  and  narrow  Cloths  made, 
but  not  very  fine ;  they  alfo  make  fome  Druggets  and  Hofe ;  but  the 
principal  Goods  that  are  made  here,  are  fine  Camblets,  in  which  they 
life  fome  of  our  Wool\  they  alfo  make  a  few  Silk  and  Worfted,  fine 
Stuffs,  and  the  Worfted  they  make  the  fine  Goods  with,  is  fpun  at 
or  near  Tourcoin.  There  is  a  large  Tapeftery  Fadory,  the  Maftcr  of 
it  told  me,  he  could  not  make  the  beft  fort  of  Tapeftery,  without 
Englifh  Wool^  and  that  they  had  no  Spinning  in  all  Flanders^  for  that 
Lite,  as  what  he  had  from  Amiens  in  France^  which  Worfted  is  made 
of  all  Englip  JVool^  and  he  gives  a  good  Price  for  it ;  they  have  try'd 
the  Yarn  from  England^  but  he  fays  none  will  anfwer  his  End,  (o  well 
as  the  Worfted  or  Yarn  that  is  fpun  at  Amiens.    At  this  Town  they 
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are  ferved  with  their  Shalloons  and  Scys  from  Le'ige^  and  have  them  i 
White,  bccaufe  they  iiave  a  great  many  Dyers  m  this  Town ;  therefore  ^ 
to  Encourage  them,  they  will  have  them  all  White,  and  when  d)  cd  < 
and  prefled ;  the  Merchants  ferve  all  that  Neighbourhood  with  Shalloons, 
t^c'.  I  have  '[Qt^  many  Waggon  Loads  come  into  this  Tow^n  in  one  Day. 
I  Ihall  now  proceed  to  Letge^  which  is  a  Principality  of  itfelf-^  and  be- 
longs to  the  Emperor^  it  is  about  xj  Leagues  from  Brtijfels, 

Liege  is  a  large  Town  where  the  Prince  oi  Liege  keeps  his  Court: 
At  this  Place  is  made  feveral  forts  of  Stuffs;  but  the  principal  forts  are 
Seys  and  Shalloons,  which  are  fent  White  to  many  Parts  of  Flanders^ 
Zelandind  Holland \  and  in  Return  from  Holland^  they  take  fome  of 
our  Engiiflo  long  fine  Wool,  to  make  their  Warpe  for  their  fine  Seys 
and  Shalloons.  But  the  chief  Aflbrtments  of  Goods,  is  a  middling 
Shalloon,  which  is  made  heavier  than  our  Shalloons  of  the  fame  Qua- 
lity by  a  Pound,  and  fometimes  more,  which  makes  the  Hollanders 
and  Flemings  chufe  them  before  ours.  As  to  Labour  it  is  much 
about  the  fame  Price  here,  as  at  Totircoin ;  if  any  thing,  a  little  lower : 
Thefe  Common  Shalloons,  tho'  they  are  heavier  than  ours,  are  fold 
in  Holland  ^s,  in  30  Yards,  cheaper  than  any  Englijh  Merchant  carl 
fell  his  Goods  of  the  fame  Length  and  Breadth.  I  faw  fome  of  thofe 
Goods  once  at  the  Hague  in  Holland^  compared  with  a  Maker's  Goods 
that  was  then  prefent,  who  declared,  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  ma 
king  a  Shalloon  in  England^  of  the  fame  Length,  Weight  and  Breadth, 
fo  cheap  by  10 1,  per  Cent.  White,  as  the  Shopkeeper  had  them  deli 
vcred  to  hhn  at  the  Hagiie^  ready  dyed  and  prefled,  ^c.  The  next 
Town  is  Anfjuerp. 

Antwerp  is  a  fine  beautiful  City,  fituate  on  the  River  Scheldt  and 
formerly  was  the  very  greateft  Town  in  all  Flanders^  but  now  there 
is  very  little  Trade  at  it ;  yet  there  is  a  few  fine  Hofe,  Stuffs  andj 
Camblets  made  for  their  own  \}{^ ;  they  alfo  make  fome  coarfe  Cloths,! 
Linnens,  Druggets,  C:^c.  The  fine  Hofe  and  Stuffs  are  made  Part  of| 
Englifh  Wool^  and  Part  of  their  o'-jun  Country  Wool:  What  is  made  atj 
tlus  Place  IS  confumed  in  the  Neighbourhood.     And  now  I  am  a 
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this  Town  of  Antwerp^  I  will  juft  make  a  Trip  to  Zelmd^  a  Neigh- 
bouring Ifland,  the  Principal  Town  is  Midlebourgh, 

Mtdlebourgh  in  Zelmid  is  a  fine  large  City,  and  is  the  Metropolis 
oi  Zeland',  at  this  Town  there  are  a  lew  Stocking-makers,  who  comb 
their  own  Wool,  and  have  it  fpun  round  about  the  Country*     I  was 
atone  of  the  Mafter  Combers  Houfe,- that  employed  about  lo  Wool 
Combers.     I  faw  the  Worlted  they  made,  and  it  not  being  fo  good  as 
Englijh  Wool  would  make,  I  asked  him  if  Engltjh  Worfted  wou'd  not 
be  acceptable  to  him?  he  faid  No  ;  tor  that  he  would  not  have  Englijb 
Wool  ready  comb'd  from  England^  much  more  the  Worded,  but  would 
have  it  ruff^  as  it  cam.e  from  the  Sheep's  Back,  and  have  it  forted  and 
I  comb'd  by  his  own  People,  and  fo  employ  their  own  poor  People  in 
I  Spinning  of  it,  S^^.  They  alfo   told  me,  that   Englijh   Wool  ready 
comb'd,  and  Englijh  Worfted  and  Tarn^  was  forbid  to  be  brought  into 
',  that  Ifland,  and  if  any  Ihould  be  brought,  it  would  be  confifcated ; 
ij|  but  faid  they  had  fometimes  Wool  from  Scotland  in  the  Fleece. 
I     T  H I  s  is  a  plain  Proof,  that  other  Countries,  tho'  never  fo  fmafl  a- 
if  Branch  of  the  Woollen  Manufactory  appears  amongft  them,  the  Ma- 
giflrates  become  the  Guardians  of  thofe  that  labour  at  that  Trade, 
which  is  the  very  Reafon  that  I  have  mentioned  fo  Irnall  a  Branch  of 
I  Trade,  as  there  is  at  this  Town :  I  wifh  I  could  (ay  the  fame  o[  the 
'',Magifl:rates  of  the  many  great  Manufadoring  Towns  in  England^  as 
/  thole  tew  that  are  2X  Midlebotirgh  q^xi^vj  or  their  Maglftrates,  That 
'they  are  the  Fathers  of  their  Manufactures,     And  now  I  have  juft- 
'  took  a  fliort  View  of  this  fmall  Branch,  I  will  give  fome  account  of 
Leyden^  in  the  Province  of  Holland, 

Leyden  is  a  large  fpacious  Town,  and  hath  a  Univerfity  at  it :  At 

;this  Place  is  made  a  great  deal  of  Broad  Cloth,  all  with  Sfantftj  Wool^ 

'it's  a  thin,  fine  Cloth;  they  alfo  make  fome  Drabs  here,  and  they  are 

'  mlx'd  fome  with  our  Wool^  and  lome  with  S^anijh  H  ool\  Labour  be- 

i-  ing  dearer  at  this  Place,  than  at  fome  dillant:  Places,    the  Merchants 

■;' fend  their  Wool  raw,  to  a  Place  call d   Filhourg.  near  Baldmk  in 

/Flanders:  At  this  Place  they  have  their  Under  rakers  towaih,  card 

and  fpin  the  Wool,  and  weave  tlie  Yarn  into  Clotii;  and  here  diey 

only 
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only  make  a  white  inlddllng  Cloth  ;  this  Wool  Is  part  Spanijh^ 
and  part  Englifh  or  IriJJj.  What  induced  the  Merchants  of  Leyden  to 
fend  their  Wool  to  TilhotirgXo  be  Manufadtored,  was,  that  the  Hol- 
landers found  that  the  French  and  Germans*  had  (e  up  new  Manu- 
fadories  in  Places  where  Labour  was  cheaper  than  at  Leydon^  and  fo 
ferved  the  Foreign  Markets  where  the  Hollanders  ufed  to  ferve ;  more 
particularly  the  French^  for  they  found  the  way  to  Foreign  Markets 
firft  w  ith  thefe  forts  of  Goods  which  they  make  in  Normandy^  and 
other  Parts  of  France. 

About  30  Years  ago,  there  was  at  Leyden^  upwards  of  900 
Looms  that  made  Broad  Cloth,  and  now  there  is  but  about  400 ;  yet 
the  Trade,  as  to  Merchandize,  hath  no  ways  deceas'd ;  for  the  Mer- 
chants of  this  Town  do  now  employ  600  Broad  Looms  at  Ttlhourg^ 
&c.  swhich  before  that  time  they  employ'd  none  at  that  Place ;  thofe 
white  Cloths  that  are  made  at  Ttlbourg^  are  fent  back  to  Leyden^  when 
wrought,  tobemilfd,  drefs'd,  dyed  and  prefs'd,  ^c.  So  that  upon  the 
Whole,  tho'  the  Trade  in  fome  of  the  Branches  is  removed  from  Ley- 
den^  yet  the  Merchants  have  encreafed  their  Trade  about  one  loth,  as 
to  Looms,  more  than  it  w^as  30  odd  Years  ago./  This  is  done  by  the 
Cheapnefs  of  Labour  at  Tilbourg^  &c.  for  tlie  Merchants  can  have  a 
Piece  of  Cloth  of  this  middling  Sort,  made  cheaper  at  Ttlbonrg  than  at 
Leyden^  ^7  33  Guilders;  and  33  Guilders  is  3  /.  Sterling:  Thofe  Pieces 
are  about  35  Engltjh  Yards  long,  when  they  are  drefs'd  and  finiflf  d  fit 
for  a  Market,  by  changing  the  Place  for  the  Manufadoring  of  thofe 
middling  forts  of  Cloths,  the  Hollanders  have  preferv'd  their  Trade  ; 
thofe  Cloths  are  dy'd  mto  Red,  Green,  Blue,  f^c.  and,  when  finiflf  d, 
they  are  lent  to  Smyrna^  Haly^  Turkey^  and  other  Foreign  Markets,  and 
in  Return  they  bring  home  Silk,  Mohair,  Fruit,  ^c.  Befides  this  fort 
of  White  Cloth,  they  make  a  pretty  deal  of  mix'd  Cloths,  and  fome 
Druggets,  which  are  chiefly  fenc  to  Foreign  Markets. 

i  H  E  R  E  is  alio  a  large  Manufactory  of  divers  forts  of  Stufis,  as  Seys, 
Camulets,  Silk  and  Worfted  Stuffs^  and  Worfted  and  Mohair  Stuffs  of 
di\^ers  kinds ;  the  Seys  are  made  of  two  forts,  the  befl  are  made  with 
al!  ourVvool;  the  iecond  about  halt  ours,  and  half  their  own  Wool 

But 


^But  this  Branch  oT  Trade  could  not  be  carry'd  on  w  Ith  Succtfs,  unleS 
they  had  a  cheap  Place  for  Combing  and  Spinning  their  AVool,  which 
they  have  done  in  and  dhoMtTottrcoin  in  French  Flanders  t,  to  this  Place 
they  fend  their  Wool  peady  forted,   and  have  their  Undertakers  that 
take  care  to  have  the  Work  well  done,  and  fend  it  back  to  Leyden. 
The  Merchants  of  Ley  den  not  only  ferve  themfelves  with  this  Worfted 
that  is  fpun  at  Tourcoin^  but  fend  it  to  feveral  Places  of  Flanders  and 
Germany :  By  this  Method  of  the  Hollanders j  finding  out  cheap  Places 
for  Labour,  they  drive  a  prodigious  Trade  in  Wool  and  Worfted ;  for 
at  Tourcohi  they  have  their   Wool  comb'd  and  fpun   xo  ^er  Cent. 
cheaper  than  they  can  have  it  done  for  at  Leyden^  and  when  it  is  fpun, 
it  is  the  befl  Spinnning  I  ever  faw  in  my  Life.     The  Hollanders  are 
fo  Cunning,  that  they  purchafe  Wool  from  Spain^  Tortugal^  Englandy 
Germany^  Hamhroagh^  and  feveral  other  Places;  and  being  very  cu* 
rious  Sorters,  they  take  Pains  to  do  it  well ;  and  when  fo  done,  they 
fend  not  only  Worfted,  but  fome  of  the  Wool  to  Germany^  and  feveral 
other  Places,  that  they  buy  Wool  from  themfelves ;  when  it  is  thus  ma- 
naged, they  divide  their  Combing  Wool  into  three  Sorts,  and  call  them 
by  the  following  Names,  mz,,  Englijh^  Flo  Hand  znA  Boy  Wool:  But 
the  Englijh  and  Irifh  tVool  is  the  Support  of  all  the  Wool  they  buy 
for  Combing,  that  being  of  a  thick,  fine,  full,  long,  ftrong  Staple, 
and  is  fit  for  mixing  with  other  Wool^  fuch  as  German^  French^  Fie- 
mijh  and  Hollands  Wool.     By  this  Method  they  ferve  all  their  Neigh- 
bours  w^ith  Wool  and  Worfted^  nay,  they  are  able  to  ferve  us  with 
Worfledt£i2At  from  our  own  Wool\  I  have  fbme  of  the  Samples  by  me. 
The  Dutch  take  all  Care  imaginable  to  keep  up  and  preferve  this  Trade ; 
as  allowing  of  the  Journeymen  to  take  Apprentices,  and  Boys  to  be 
Free,  for  ferving  Two  or  Three  Years,  with  feveral  other  Advantages 
that  they  do  allow  their  Work-Folks :  I  know  an  Englifhman^  that 
was  a  Scribbler  in  this  Town,  that  was  allow'd  25*  Men  to  work  under 
him,  and  he  had  a  Profit  out  of  them  all;  but  that  did  not  hold  long: 
For  both  French^  Flemings  and  Dutch^  will  not  keep  any  Englilhman 
to  work  in  their  Woollen  Fabr'tcks^  no  longer  than  while  they  can 
learn  fome  thing  out  of  them;  and  when  they  have  got  all  they  want 
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out  of  them,  they  muft  go  about  their  Bufmefs,  or  the  Mafters  will 
fet  their  other  Men  on  to  ufe  them  ill,  which  an  Englijloman  will 
not  bear;  neither  will  they  employ  either  Englijh  or  Irt/h  Workmen, 
except  they  are  fuperior  Hands,  and  exceed  m  fome  Branch  of  the 
Trade.  I  have  known  thofe  Parts  near  14  Years,  and  never  found 
but  8  Englijh  and  Irifhmen  working  in  their  Woollen  Manufa^iories^ 
and  now  there  is  but  two  in  all  the  Places  that  I  know  abroad.  Soap, 
Candles,  Oil,  ®c\  are  pritty  reafonable  here ;  but  the  People  live  bet- 
ter, and  in  a  quite  different  Manner  at  this  Town,  to  what  the  poor 
People  do  in  France  and  Flanders ;  tho'  the  Poor  in  Flanders  live 
much  better  than  thofe  in  France.  Labour  for  the  Spinning,  Comb- 
ing, ©c.  is  dearer  at  this  Town,  than  at  the  Places  abovementioned ; 
yet  it  is  cheaper  than  it  is  in  any  Part  of  England^  where  they  make 
the  fame  forts  of  Goods,  as  they  make  at  this  Place. 

Harlem  is  a  fine  old  Town,  lieth  between  Amflerdam  and  Leyden: 
At  this  Place  is  made  a  great  many  fine  Silk  and  Worlled  Stuffs,  mix  d] 
with  Englijh  and  Irijh  Wool\  fuch  as  Crapes,  Poplins,  and  feveral  forts 
of  figur'd  and  plain  Stuffs.     The  Merchants  of  this  Town  fend  tlieirl 
Wool  to  Tour  coin  in  French  Flanders^  to  be  comb'd  and  fpun,  C^r, 
they  make  two  forts  of  Worfted;  the  fine  is  made  of  all  our  Wool\  th( 
other  fort  is  made  with  about  one  Third  our  Wool  and  two  Thirds 
of  their  own  Wool:  They  diftinguilli  their  Worfted  thus;  the  fine  the; 
call  Englijh^  the  other  Hollands  W^orfted.     They  not  only  make  Wor 
fted  for  their  own  Ufe,  but  ferve  fome  Parts  of  Germany  and  Flandcr\ 
with  fine  Worfted. 

Amjlerdam  is  the  chief  City, hi  Holland^  for  Trade:  At  this  Placl 
they  make  fome  Camblets,  with  divers  others  o[  Silk  and  Worfte/ 
Stuffs,  much  the  fame  forts  of  Goods  as  is  made  at  Harlem  and  Ley\ 
den:  The  Merchants  of  this  Town  have  their  Wool  comb'd  and  fpu] 
at  Tourcoin^  alter  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Merchants  of  Leyden  anl 
Harlem  have  theirs  done.  I  was  in  this  Town  in  J/z/y  173  J,  ar| 
found  that  there  was  Three  Englijhmen  near  this  Place,  had  fet  up 
Manafadory  to .  make  flower'd .  Damask,  Rullels,  Calimancoes,  SI 
they  began  the  firft  Piece  with  Worfted  made  all  of  Hollands  Wofj 
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1  law  the  Piece  in  the  Loom ;  the  Worfted  was  doubled  and  twifted, 
;  but  the   Wool  being  fliort,  lower,  hard  and  coarfe,  it  chafed  all  to 
pieces,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  cut  it  out  of  the  Loom;  then  they 
got  fome  Worfted  made  with  part  Englijh  Wool,  and  that  was  exceed- 
ing good.     This  Worfted  was  bought  of  a  Merchant  of  this  Town,  I 
have  a  Sample  by  me  of  the  fame  Worfted,  and  the  Merchants  own 
Hand,  to  fliew  what  Price  thofe  Weavers  gave  for  it ;  and  he  faid  he 
I  \\ou'd  ferve  me  with  what  Quantity  I  would  have,  at  the  fame  Price 
they  gave  him ;  which  is  a  great  deal  cheaper  than  we  can  make  it  in 
\  England.     Thofe  Weavers  made  a  Piece  of  flower'd  Cahmancoe  with 
\  this  Worfted  fingle,  and  made  good  Work  of  it ;  feveral  more  Chains 
ivvas  preparing  of  the  lame  Worfted,  when  I  was  there:  They  had  5- 
iLooms   fet  up  at  work,^  and  a  Dutchman  a  weaving  in  one  of  them, 
Ithat  was  planted  upon  them  by  the  Merchants,  to  lee  their  Proceed- 
•^^ings.     I  took  care  to  have  them  mov'd  from  thence,  by  the  Affiftance 
|oi  an  Honourable  Gentleman,  who  v\  as  then  at  the  Hague ;  and  they 
"|foon  came  back  to  England^  and  returned  to  their  old  Place  of  Abode, 
■"which  was  in  Norfolk ;  but  fince  they  returned,  I  will  not  name  their 
|Names.     They  were  fet  up  by  the  Dutch  Merchants,  at  the  Inftiga- 
tion  of  one  Thom^fon.,  a  Broker  at  this  Town:  When  they  tound  the 
Weavers  were  moving  off,  they  feiz'd  all  their  Looms  and  Tackling, 
'  in  order  to  carry  on  the  Bufinefs  themielves.     I  met  one  time  in  this 
'  Country,  a  Merchant  that  came  from  Ztirick  in  Germany^  which  told 
'   ne,  that  they  carry  on  a  conftant  Trade  with  the  Dutch^  in  buying 
)f  fine  Worfted  and  fine  long  Wool,   and  always  buy  them  by  the 
Came  of  Englip  Wool  and  EngliJJj  Worfted:  With  this  fine  Wool  and 
'  '  Vorfted,  he  told  me,  they  make  fine  Stuffs,  mix'd  with  Silk ;  and  fome 
/^.f  their  Wool  they  mix  with  their  own  Wool,  and  make  a  fecond  fort 
'  '  f  Stuffs  with  it;  and  when  the  Stuffs  are  made  and  drefs'd,  he  faith, 
'    le  chief  Part  of  them  are  fent  to  Italy,  and  that  they  have  in  Return, 
I-   ilk  and  Cotton. 

'     What  I  have  faid  relating  to  the  Woollen  Mannfactttrers  in  Fo- 
I     ign  Parts,  as  to  taking  ol  Apprentices  for  no  more  than  T\jvo  or 
bree  Tears^  is  to  fliew  my  Countrymen  iiow  happy  \\e  are  in  Great 
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Britain^  to  what  they  are  Abroad ;  for,  by  our  Laws,  no  Man  can 
inlringe  upon  the  Property  or  another,  by  taking  of  Boys,  Appren- 
tices, ^c.  for  lefs  than  Se^ven  Tears^  nor  any  more  than  Iwo  or  them 
at  one  time,  till  the  eldefl;  Apprentice  is  in  his  Laji  Tear.  I  hope  wc 
fliall  always  continue  in  this  happy  State,  and  that  the  Woollen  Ma- 
nufaEiurers  may  fupport  themfelves  in  every  Article  that  the  La^;\'s 
hath  provided  for  the  well  ordering  of  the  Woollen  Trade ;  and  that  we 
may.  One  and  All^  fet  ourfelves  to  that  laudable  Undertal^ing,  of 
Treveftting  the  Exporting  of  our  Wool  to  Foreign  Tarts  \  and  That^ 
and  that  only^  will  iiipport  all  our  Rights  and  Properties  we  now  en- 
joy, in  our  Woollen  Trades  above  our  Neighbours.  The  Wool  being 
preferved  and  kept  at  Home,  will  foon  rile  in  the  Price,  in  Propor- 
tion to  Woollen  Goods  rifing  in  their  Price  at  Foreign  Markets.  Then 
t'he  Farmer^  Grazier^  Manufa£iurer^  &c.  will  enjoy  the  Bleffings 
and  Sweets  of  manutadiuring  up  all  our  own  Wool  at  Home ;  nay,  the 
whole  Nation  in  general  will  be  Gainers  by  it;  For  it  is  always  to  be 
obierved  in  Great  Britain^  that  when  the  Woollen  Manufad"ory  is  in 
a  flounthmg  State,  all  other  Trades  and  Callings^  &c.  are  in  a  thri- 
ving Condition ;  and  the  contrary,  that  when  the  Fabricks  of  Wool 
decays,  all  otlier  Trades  and  Callings  dwindle  in  Proportion  to. 
That. 
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fl   PROPOSALS 

[pHumbly  offered  in  order  to  form  a  B I L  L  for 
the  Preventing  the  Clandiftine  Exportation 
of  Brittjh  and  Irljh  WOOL  into  Foreign 
Parts. 


'^/*'  a  '"t  HAT  proper  Perfons  be  appointed  to  take  an  account  of  alt 

\f     I         the  IVool  that  fhall  be  Ihorn  or  pulled  in  Great  Britain 

I       M_       Yearly,  who  are  to  be  placed  as  near  and  convenient  as 

I     -  poflible  to  the  Wool  Growers,  Wool  Staplers,  Jobbers,  i§c. 

r    That   every  Farmer,  Grazier,  Cottager,  Butcher,  or  any  other 

^'r^erfon  that  have  any  Sheep  or  Lambs,  either  in  Pafturcs,  Fields,  Com- 

^Tions,  Sheep  Walks,  Forefts,  ®c.  fliall  give  an  account  in  Writing  be- 

,Lween  the  Day  of  and  the 

0ay  of  of  all  Sheep  and  Lambs  in  their  Fields, 

ii)ommons,  Inclofures,  ^c.  and  w  hether  they  are  their  own,  or  in  keep- 

'ing  for  any  other  Perfon,  and  for  whom  by  Name,  to  the  Perfons  to 

i  |)e  appointed,  as  aforefaid  ;  which  Account  is  to  be  figned  by  one  Wit- 

I  -lefs,  or  more,  and  to  be  entered  into  a  Book  for  that  purpofe,  by  fuch 

'[Perfon  as  ihall  be  appointed. 

That  every   Farmer,  Grazier,  ^c.  lliall  give  Ten  Days  Notice, 

^j)it  lead,  to  the  Perlbn  before-mentioned,  when  and  where  he  intends, 

\p  {hear  his  Sheep  or  Lambs,  and  fliall  fpecify  the  Number  in  Writing, 

^ae,  (he,  or  they   have  to  iiaear,  which. is  to  be  entered  into  another 

Jook  for  that  purpofe  That; 
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That  if  any  Grazier,  Farmer,  Grower  of  Wool,  ^c.  Hull  Gorlceal 
any  Sheep  or  Lambs,  and  not  give  an  account  as  aiorela.d,  to  lor- 
g^it  for  ^^'^O'  Sheep  or  Lamb  fo  concealed;  or  it  they   A\:A\ 

not  crive  fuch  Notice  in  Writing  to  the  Perfon  before-mentioned,  of  thc| 
Tim'c  and  Place  oF  fliearing  their  Sheep  and  Lambs,  to  loneit 
and  the  Informer  to  be  intitled  to  both  Forfeitures.  ,     ,  .  ,     , 

That  every  Grower  of  Wool,  ^c,  iliall  provide  Scales  and  WeigntsJ 
which  are  to  be  fixed  at  the  Shearing-time,  proper  for  weiglimg  thf^ 
fame  by  the  Perlon  above,  who  is  to  take  an  account,  as  well  Ox  ih( 
the  Number  of  Fleeces,  as  of  their  W^eight,  and  that  the  fame  fliall  b( 
entered  into  a  Book,  with  the  Name  ot  the  Owner,  and  the  Quantity^ 
and  where  lodged,  and  deliver  in  Writing  the  Number  of  Fleeces  aii«' 
Weidit  to  the  Owner  of  the  Wool. 

T  H  A.  T  every  Fellmonger,  or  other  Perfon,  fliall  fend  an  Accoun 
to  the  Perfon  above,  of  what  is  pulled  by  him,  and  the  Number  o| 
Skins  from  which  it  was  pulled?  and  that  the  Perfon  above  may  hav 
Power  to  fearch  the  Fellmongers  Yards,  only  at  feafonable  Times,  one 
in  a  Week,  or  oftner,  as  there  fliall  be  occafion,,and  to  take  an  accouri 
of  the  Number  of  Skins  pulled,  and  the  Quality  of  the  Wool;  that  thj 
faid  Farmer,  Fellmonger,  Butcher,  ®c.  lliall  provide  Scales  and  Weight  | 

or  forfeit  ^        ^  ^^     n    ,. 

T  H  A  T  no  Grower,  Seller  of  Wool,  Fellmonger,  fee.  fliall  remove  ci 
fell  any  of  his  Wool,  without  a  Let-pafs  from  the  Perfon  above  for  thd 
purpofe,  which  Let-pais  is  to  fet  forth  the  Place  of  Abode  of  the  Buyi 
and  Seller,  and  the  Time  allowed  to  carry  the  Wool  to  the  Plrxe  whei 
it  is  to  be  lodged,  and  the  Number  of  Fleeces,  if  r  Isece  Wo 
Wool  the  Quality  of  it,  and  the  Weight ;  and  that  all  Let-palles   ihal 
be  itamped  or  marked  with  a  different  Stamp,  one  for  Fell  Wool,  an' 
the  other  for  Fleece  Wool,  which  are  to  be  indented,  and  a  Counter-pa; 
to  be  lert  with  the  Officer,  to  prevent  Frauds  or  Impofiticns;  and  ii  ar 
Perfon  fliall  Counterfeit  or  Forge  the  laid  Stamp,  to  forfeit 
and  be  Imprifon  d  lor 

That  lor  every  Pack  of  Wool,  containing  240/^.  which  fliall  befo 
or  removed,  one  Shdlmg  fliall  be  paid  to  tlie  Oiiiccr,  (and  fo  m  Poportic 

H  2.  '^ 


f— r52 ; 

I 

for  any  greater  or  lefler  Quantity)  for  a  Let-pafs,  before  the  fame  fliall 
ifee  removed,  which  Let-pals  fliali  be  fent  with  the  Wool  fo  fold  or  re- 
fnoved,  and  be  delivered  to  the  proper  Ojiicer  as  foon  as  poffible,  wdiere 
the  Wool  is  carried  to,  who  is  to  file  the  Let-pafs,  and  make  an  Entry 
,pf  the  fame  in  a  Book,  and  fend  Notice  to  the  Oihcer  that  granted  the 
l^et-pafs,  that  he  hath  received  fo  many  Packs  oi-  Wool,  of  the  Quality 
^t  forth  in  the  Let-pafs  ;  and  this  Acknowledgment  to  be  filed  alfo, 
;|vith  the  Officer  that  firft  gave  the  Let-pals ;  and  if  fuch  Wool  lliall  not 
|e  fold  to  a  Manufadurer,  but  to  a  Jobber,  &c.  fuch  Wool,  if  it  be  fold 

r  removed  again,  fliall  pay  3  <^.  a  Pack,  and  fb  in  Proportion  (before 
be  removed)  for  a  fecond  Let-pafs,  and  as  often  as  the  fame  fliall  be 
r:emoved,  to  have  frefli  Let-pafTes  till  it  comes  into  the  Hands  of  tiie 
Manufadlurer ;  and  if  the  Manufacturer  does*  not  ule  the  fame  himfelf, 
;ut  fells  any  Part,  he  fliall  take  a  Let-pafs  irom  the  proper  Ofhcer  be- 
bre  it  be  removed,  for  which  Let-pafs,  if  the  Quantity  fold  be  240/^. 
'le  is  to  pay  3  d^  and  fo  in  Proportion  for  all  that  is  fold  ;  and  that  the 
'Officer  at  the  fame  time  fliall  enter  into  his  Book,  what  Wool  the  Ma- 
"•^ufadurer  difpofed  of,  that  the  Officer,  &c.  may  make  an  Eftimate, 
;}Jio' at  a  Diflance,  without  vifi ting  the  Manufadurer,   and  fo  have  an 
fiye  upon  them,  to  fee  wiiether  they  Owl  any  Part  of  their  Wool. 
',i  That  all  Sellers  of  Wool,  Noiles,    Tops,  Yarn,  &c.  upon  remo- 
'Mng  the  fame,  fhall  take  a  Let-pafs  as  oiten  as  the  fame  are  removed, 
'  or  which  Let-pafs,  -^d.  fliaU  be  paid   ior  every  Pack,  and   fo  in  Pro- 
1/  tetion;  and  if  any  be  found  removing  from  one  Place  to  another  with- 
f^'pt  a  Let-pafs,  from  and  after  the  Day  of 

^^'^ch  Wool,  Noiles,  Tops  or  Yarn,  or  any  thing  that   is  capable  of 
ing  manuiadured,  as  atoreiaid,   fliall  be  tone.ted,   and  the   Perfon 
fending  fliall   foricit  three  Fourths  or  w  hich  Forte.ture  and 

.    icnalty,  and  oi  afl  other  Forfeitures  and  Penalties  to  die  Informer,  and 
f^  (le  other  Fourth  to  the  King's  Majeliy,  and  the  Kaig  to  proiccuce; 
('  'kd  all  Perlons  who  iliaU   afliii  m  luch  Removal,  without  a  Let  pafs, 
is^iiall  be  fuLjed  to  the  Lke  Penalc)  ;  all  Prciecutions  to  be  cair.cu  on  at 
'^'i5le  Charge  oi  the  King:  but  no  Wool,  ^so^ies,  lops,  or  \ain,  \\h  ch 
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is  carrying  to  and  from  Splnning-Houfes  by  Manufad:urers,  or  their 
Servants,  fiiall  be  liable  to  pay  any  thing  for  a  Let-pals,  but  the-  fame 
iliall  be  given  gratis;  nor  any  Comber,  Spinner  or  Weaver,  [etching 
or  carrying  any  Wool  or  Yarn  to  and  irom  their  Mafters,  or  thole  by 
whom  they  are  employed,  to  take  any  Let-pafs. 

That  no  Ship,  Ve/Tel  or  Boat,  fliall  take  on  board  any  Wool  or 
Yarn  oi  Great-Britain,  but  fiich  Sliips,  VelTels  and  Boats,  as  Ihall 
be  regiftered  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  that  every  Mafter  and  Owner  lliall 
give  Bond  of  not  to  Land  the  fame  in  any  Foreign 

Country,  but  at  the  Place  appointed  by  the  Cocket ;  and  if  any  Wool 
or  Yarn  be  lound  on  Board  any  Ship,  VelTel,  Boat,  Barge,  ^c  not 
regiftered,  fuch  Ship,  VelTel  or  Barge  fliall  be  forieited,  together  with 
all  fuch  Wool  or  Yarn  that  fhall  be  on  Board  fuch  Ship. 

That  if  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  fliall,  alter  the  Day  of 

pack  any  Wool,  Worfted  or  Yarn,  or  any  thing  made  up  into  Sham 
Goods,  that  can  be  reduced  again  into  either  Wool,  Worfted  or  Yarn 
mto  any  Cask,  Bale,  ^c.  or  in  falfe  Package  of  any  kind,  with  or 
Without  other  Goods,  in  order  to  be  Exported  to  Foreign  Parts     fuch 
Perfons  Ihall  forreit  and  all  the  Goods,  that  fliall  be 

packd  along  with  fuch  Wool,  Worfted,  l£c.  fliall  be   forfeited,  and 
Imprifonment ;    the  Reward  to  any  Perfon  that'fliail 
difcover  the  fame. 

That  this  may  extend  to  Ireland,  as  well  as  England;  but  as  Ire- 
land, by  the  Laws  now  in  bemg,  cannot  Export  anV  of  their  Woollen 
Manuaciones  into  Foreign  Parts,  and  may  be  compared  to  youna-r- 
Brothers,and  ougnt  to  be  provided  for;  as  luch  it  istheretore  propofcd 

That  irelana  fhall  maiie  what  Worfted  and  Yarn  they  can  and' 
fend  euhat  they  cannot  ufe  for  their  Home  Confumption)  to  Great 
Britain,  uhich  wJl  g^ve  Labour  to  tlie.r  Poor,  and  will  be  ot  Ule  to 
us,  ^ioi  the  5p:niKng  s  tlie  hardeft  Money  earned  in  all  the  Branch- 
es o.  tfie  »\ooilen  l.ade)  this  \arn  to  be  lent  over,  Free  .rom  all  Du- 
t.es  and  Inland  l  harges,  as  well  in  England  zs  Iretand:  And  when  we 
come  CO  nave  tiui  \  ai n,  as  the  Irench  and  other  Countries  fiave it  now 
we  man  enip.o}  our  Hands  .n  maxiingit  mto  Goods,  vvhich  will  be 


mor^ 
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'  morc  advant^.gious  to  us  than  Spinning;  and  by  this  Turn  of  Trade^ 
both  England  and  Ireland  may  be  Gainers,  and,  in  a  fliort  Time,  the 
good  Eflcd  will  be  telt,  by  Goods  rifing  in  their  Price  at  Foreign  Mar- 
fc  kcts,  aiid  AVool  will  in  courfe  rife  in  its  Price,  in  Proportion  to  the 
I  Goods  wrought  up;  the  French  now  ufe  it,  and  mix  their  Wool  with 
i  ours,  and  the  Goods  are  all  fold  at  Foreign  Parts,  and  worn  in  fome 
I  Part  or  other  of  the  World,  and  no  Wool  in  England  or  Ireland  doth 
I  lie  rotting  for  want  of  a  Market ;  and  when  we  have  tlio  Wool  of  both 
Kingdoms  at  Fiome,  we  may  make  our  own  Markets  Abroad,  and 
Wool  will  naturally  rife  in  its  Price  at  Flome.  And  as  the  Ships  and 
Sloops  that  are  now  flationed  on  the  /^'{/y&Coafts,not  anfwering  the  true 
End  and  Defign  of  preventing  the  Owling  of  Wool  to  Foreign  Parts. 

I T  is  thereiore  propofed,  That  fuch  Ships,  Sloops,  ®c.  now  ftation- 
ed  to  deted:  SmuggUng,   fliall  carry  all  Wool  exported  from  Ireland 
to  Great  Britain^  and  Coaft-w^ays  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
,         T  H  A  T  if  any  Wool  or  Yarn  Ihall  be  found  or  difcovered  to  be  re- 
I     moving  from  Place  to  Place,  which  fliall  be  loaded  upon  any  Waggon, 
;     Cart,  or  on  any  fort  of  Carriage  or  Vehicle,  or  on  Florfes  Backs  what- 
^    foever,  for  which  a  Let-pa(s  hath  not  been  taken,  or  if  it  fliall  be  found 
'     out  of  the  nearefl:  Road  or  Common  Road,  to  or  beyond  the  Place  of 
Abode  of  the  Perfon  to  wdiom  it  is  permitted,  or  beyond  the  Tnne 
I     limited,  it  lliall  be  deemed,  dejignedto  be  Run  or  clandejlinly  export ed^ 
and  if  feized,  fuch  Wool  and  Yarn,  together  with  fuch  Carriages  and 
Florfes,  with  all  Geers  and  Furniture  which  iliall  be  made  ufe  of,  for 
carrying  or  conveying  fuch  Wool  or  Yarn,  iliall  be  forfeited,  and  alfb 
by  the  Perfon  whofe  Property  it  fliall  appear  to  be. 
That  when  any  W^ool  or  Yarn  is  found  to  be  removing  or  carry- 
ing from  Place  to  Place,  any  Perfon  whatfoever  ihall  have  Authority  to  de-^ 
mand  a  Sight  of  the  Let-pafs,  and  in  cafe  of  Refulal,  to  ftop  and  feizs 
fuch  Wool  or  Yarn ;  and  if  any  Perfon  or  Perfbns  whatfoever,  fnall  beat 
moleft  or  hinder  any  Perfon  or  Perforts  fo  ftoping  and  feizing  any  Car- 
ringjs.  Wool  or  Yarn,  or  Ihall  rifcue,  or  attempt  to  nicue  any  Carria- 
I    ges.  Wool  or  Yarn,  gJc.  fo   ftop'd  or  feized,  they  fliall  be  deemed  as 
i^  Felons,  and  fliall  be  proiecuted  as  fuch. 

That 
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That  if  any  Perfon  fliall  fufped  any  Wool  or  Yam,  ^c.  on  board 
any  Ship,  Veflel,  Barge  or  Boat,  or  in  any  Place  defigned  to  be  Run, 
on  Application  to  any  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  he  ihall  grant  a  Warrant 
to  the  next  Conftable,  who  iliall  be  aiding  and  affilting  in  making 
Search;  and  if  (iich  Wool  or  Yarn  fliall  be  tound,  if  on  board  any  Ship, 
Veflel,  &c,  and  the  Mafter  confenting  thereto,  and  is  done  with  or  by 
his  Confent,  (lich  Ship,  iSc.  to  be  torieited  with  all  her  Rigging,  and 
fuch  Wool  or  Yarn  that  fliall  be  found  on  board  lliall  be  foneited,  and  M 
Penalty  by  the  Perfon  whole  Property  it  fliall  appear  to  be. 

That  Ten  Commiflioners  be  appointed  as  by  the  Ad:  of  the  ift  of 
William  and  Mary^  Five  of  whom  to  make  a  Board,  and  thole  Com- 
miflioners to  meet  once  a  Week,  or  oftner,  to  fettle  all  Affairs  and  Mat- 
ters that  fliall  come  before  them:  Thefe  Commiflioners  to  meet  in 
London. 

That  there  be  Five  Sub-Commiflloners  in  each  Country  in  Great 
Britain  and  Wales y  and  that  they  do,  every  three  Months  in  the 
Year,  fend  an  Account  to  the  Commiflioners  in  London^  w  hat  Wool 
is  fliorn  and  pull'd  in  their  refpedive  Counties. 

That  the  Commiflioners  appoint  a  (ufficient  Number  of  Clerks, 
and  ail  other  Officers  for  the  Purpofes  aforementioned,  who  fliall  tranl- 
mit  an  Account  to  the  Commiflioners  for  that  Diviflon  or  County,  to- 
gether with  theCafli  received  in  each  Month:  But  as  fome  Counties 
are  large,  there  may  be  more  Commiifioners,  if  thought  neceflary. 

That  thefe  Officers,  fo  appointed,  be  well  skilled,  and  to  have 
thorough  Knowledge  in  Wool,  and  the  Woollen  Manufadories. 

That  the  Members  of  Parliament  for  each  Country,  have  Power 
to  fuperintend  the  Proceedings  of  all  the  Commiflioners,  their  Officers 
and  Agents,  that  fliajl  be  employed  for  the  Purpofes  above;  and  if  up- 
on fuch  Complaint,  it  fliall  appear  that  fuch  Commiflioner  hath  mif- 
behaved,  or  any  other  Perfon  employed  by  or  under  them,  to  have 
Power  to  remove  and  difplace  any  fuch  Commiffioner,  ©c.  and  upon 
the  Death  or  Removal  of-  any  CommifTioner,  to  appoint  a  new  one. 

That  fuch  Members  alfo  have  Power  to  examine,  and  to  make 
Enquiries  into  the  Condud  and  Management  of  all  Proceedings,  and 

to 
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to  Tignify  the  fame  to  the  Commldioners  for  the  County,  who  are 
hereby  required  to  Attend,  and  lay  their  Proceedings  beiore  them. 

That  all  Farmers,  Growers  of  Wool,  ®c*.  who  lliall  be  m  any  man- 
ner injured  by  any  Commiflioner  or  Officer,  for  which  (if  SatisiaAion 
lliall  refufe  to  be  given  by  the  Commiifioners)  they  iliall  have  Power 
to  hear  and  determine  the  fame  upon  Oath,  and  to  order  Satisfadtion 
to  the  Party  injured. 

That  thele  Commiflioners  with  the  Confent  of  the  Members  of 
Parliament  of  each  County,  do  afcertain  the  Sallaries  oi  all  Officers  to 
be  appointed,  who  are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Monies  arifing  by  Let- 
"pafles. 

That  if  thefe  Propofals  fliould  be  made  into  a  Law,  that  it  may 
be  read  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  every  AJftze  and  garter- 
Sejtons  for  the  County,  and  every  Market  Town^  JFour  times  a  Year 
at  kail,  upon  the  Market-Days,  by  the  proper   Officer  or  Officers; 
and  for  Negled:  of  Reading,  the  Officer  above,  lliall  lorl^it  ior 

^very  Offence  or  Negled,  that  no  Perlbn  whatever  may  plead  Ignorance^ 
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